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IN THE DOG WATCH. 





As the Naval Exhibition closes to-day 
(Saturday) those of our readers who have 
not yet scen it, must do so at once, other- 
The 
number of visitors will amount to nearly 
two and a-half millions, and it is expected 
that after all expenses are paid, there wi'l 
be a considerable surplus, which is to be 
devoted to charitable purposcs. 


AT THE NAVAL EXHIBITION. 


| What pulse but throbs, what heart but quicker 


beats, 
Recalling deeds of seamen true and brave, 
As here are shown the high heroic feats 
Our kinsmen wrought upon the heaving wave? 


Cold must he be, and not of Viking blood, 


Devoid of Nature’s touch, who can behold 


|. B-fore him spread sach trophies of the flood, 


And deeds of mighty seamen here unrolled ; 
To know what mace our Empire Ieok on these 
Relics of dating seamanship unfur'ed, 


Which made Britannia Mistress of the Seas, 


And with her commerce girdled all the world ; 
But while your hearts expar.d with patriot pride, 

Or gratitude for calmer days now come, 
Bethink you that in all the country wide, 

Only the seamen voiceless are and dumb. 


—_—_ — 


Mr. Plimsoll, our readers will be glad to 
know, is improving, and is now out of 
danger, except . act it is difficult for bim to 
take food. He is to go into the country as 
soon as he is able. The seamen’s testi- 
monial to him is being warmly taken up by 
the various Branches of the Union. 





By upsetting Sir Henry Parkes’ Ministry 
in New South Wa!es, the Labour party there 
has shown what Labour can do, and the inci- 
deni should help to encourage the Labour 
party here to contest as many seats as pos- 
sible. 


ss 


Manchester has adopted a Lifeboat 
Saturday, by which it has got £5,000 for 
the Lifeboat Fund. Here in London we 
have Hospital Saturday. Why not Lifeboat 
Saturday, too, not only in London, but in 
all towns of the country? now the Life- 
boat Institution is so short of money that 
the £5,000 thus obtained will not nearly 
meet its wants. 


' Shipowners are always howling for police 
or troops when there is any strike going on, 
but when the bill comes in the toi'ers who 
have thus been intimidated are expected to 
pay the largest share. The Liverpool 
City Council has, we are glad to see, re- 
fused to pay a claim made by the War 
Office for troops supplied during a strike. 
Other places please copy. 





The organ of the Shipping Federation 
has been advertising prizes in connection 
with a trial of boat-lowering gear, of which 
trials another shipowners’ paper says :— 


Certain it is they have created a good deal of 
heartburnings amongst the competitors. The 
feeling of jealousy has indeed reached to such a 
pitch that we hear that the icventor of one gear 
has commenced legal proceedings against the 
agent of a rival. 


“ Shipowner ” has recently written to a 
newspaper to the effect that any changes in 
the provision scale must be n.ade by Act of 
Parliament. There most seamen will agree 
with him. He goes on to complain that 
desertion is so common as to be a disgrace 
to the English merchant service, appa- 
rently unconscious that in doing so he is 
helping to show how badly seamen are 
treated in many ships. If the treatment 
were not so bad, desertion would not be so 
common. The remedy is to improve the 
treatment if you would keep your crews. 
And this remedy would be adopted if the 
owners wanted to keep their crews. That, 
in many cases, is just what they do not 
want. On the contrary, they want the men 
to desert, so that the owners can steal their 


wages. 





The numerous correspondents who write to 
us expressing so mch indignation at the 
attacks made by the shipowners’ newspapers 
on the Seamen's Union, may, for several 
reasons, possess their souls in peace. Ia 
the first place, the wrath of the shipowners 
at the Union is simp'y the best possible 
proof that it is the Union that is getting 
seamen redress. In the next place, not one 
seaman in a thousand gees these attacks, 
and nearly all the few who do see them 
know what they are worth. To expose and 
refute all the silly lies of the shipowners’ 
newspapers would require a larger staff and 
paper than we have, and a quart is not to 
be got into a pint measure. The ship- 
owners having no case against the Ser- 
men’s Union, must resort to abuse. But 
seamen having truth, justice, and reason on 
their side, have no occasion to use meaner 
weapons. 


_ A correspondent sends us the follow- 
ing :— 
. ‘« SMASH WILSON.” 


Se a recent Federation telegram, 


The shipowner sipped F: deration prt, 

As he sat in his easy chair, 

But a gadfly was stinging his rubicund nos, 

And wouldn’t permit him a mome t’s repose. 

O, Laws ! How the owner did swear, 

As he snatched at the gacfly that wouldn’t be 
caugbt, 

And wriggled about in his chair. 





He telezraphed quick to bring a big stick, 

And sett'e the enemy's hash, 

And, on hearing the din, his servants ran in, 
This terrible gadfly to smash. 

Kut at every curse the stinging grew wor e, 

Till down came the stick with a crash, 

When squash went the nose, but the gadfly arose, 
And thought them exceedingly rash. 


HITTEMHARD. 


—-— 


A correspondent, who, to our knowledge, 
is a friend to both seamen and dockers, 
writes to snggest the amalgamation of the 
National Union of Dock Labourers with 
the London Dockers’ Union. That being a 
matter for the dockers themselves, we have 
nothing to say at present on the suggestion, 
except that it would be better made to the 
Unions themselves. Our correspondent’s 
qnestion ‘Why should there be two separate 
Dockers’ Unions ?” is especially one for those 
Unions to deal with, and should beaddressed 
to them. From another quarter we have a 
report of the National Dock Labourers’ 
Uvion of a most cheering nature, which will 
be found on page 5. 


—_—— — 


A correspondent writes:—The British 
mercantile marine officers at Hong Kong 
have aldressed a letter of thanks to Admiral 
H.R.H. the Dake of Edinburgh, for the 
great boon of a weekly day of rest, when 
in port, from cargo and coaling work, in 
which they say :— 

Your R»:al Highness we know, his always 

taken a great inter st in the welfare of the British 
Mercantile Marine, as per your speech [at the 
meeting of the Missicns to Seamen at the Mansion 
House] some time ago. Ia consequence of your 
pers*nal ende:vours we now receive the great boon 
of a Sunday’s rest in Hong Kong. We therefore 
thank your Royal Highness for the great beneft 
which you have gained for us. We humb'’y ask 
your Royal Highne-s to +till exert your personal 
efforts to gain this great booa for other C own 
Colonies, w: ere re2dless Sunday labour is still per- 
mitted. 
It is to be hoped that those efforts will be 
exerted. Meanwhile the British Mercan- 
tile Marine officers at Hong Kong ought to 
have given ashare of their thanks to Captain 
Dawson, K.N., of the Missions to Seamer, 
whose activity in the matter largely con- 
tributed to the resu't referred to 


There is an impression among some sea- 
faring people that the Mission to Seamen 
is subsidised by the shipowners to induce 
seamen to submit to all manner of wrong 
in this world by promising better things in 
the next. That there are shipowners who 
patronise parsons for that reason, and that 
much so-called “ Christian effort” is largely 
supported by sweaters and scoundrels for 
similar purposes, we are not prepared to 
dispute, but we happen to know, afd the 
fact shou!d be placed on record, thaé Cap- 
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tain Dawson, of the Missions to Seamen, 
has done much to help the seamen to get 
some of their grievances redtessed, and he 
dererves the seamen’s thanks, 


Mr. Taunton, secretary to the (No. 1) 
Liverpool Branch of the Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union, referring to a recent meeting 
of that Branch, writes :— Later in the even- 
ing the members displayed unusual gene- 
rosity, a resolution being passed that an 
oilskin and sou'wester be provided for the 
delegate at the shipping office; this was 
improved upon by the suggestion that it 
should be a mackintosh and sou’werter, and 
further improved upon by the order that 
wll the delegates should be supplied alike, 
several members evidently being under the 
impression that the Union is a “clothing 
club.” Itis difficult to understand why they 
stopped there, why should not the secretary 
be provided with a pair of boots and au 
office coat? Why was the assistant left 
out, surely the Branch might provide him 
with a muffler and some coloured pocket- 
handkerchiefs? And, indeed, why should 
not every member of the Branch be sup- 
plied with a flannel waistcoat? Ard as the 
cold weather approaches red flannel petti- 
coats for the wives of the members would 
no doubt be the next suggestion. The 
Union pays its officials for their work, and 
T have yet to learn that any rule provides 
* clothing benefit ” for tke officials.” 





SEAMEN AND BRITISH 
CONSUL AT NEW YCRK, 








A correspondent of London SEAFARING growls 
to the point in the following fashion, which, if it 
ke true, ought to be true no longer, and if it be 
fal-e isa livel upon the port of New York which 
demands denial: 

* srg: When [ was in New York about three 
w-eks ago, asbip arrived there from a long voyage, 
und the crew had to psy a month and a-half’s 
money before the master would pay them off. 
Now, I wonder in the name of Heaven when this 
kiod cf work is going to stop. Here is a crew of 
men who have been cocped upin an old floating 
prison for five months on salt horse and dog 
biscuits, and then have to give £5 5s. to a skipper 
nefore they .can get their hard-earned wages. At 
the consul’s office, when they were getting paid off, 
ali the boarding masters, bums, sharks, crimps, etc., 
were allowed iuside of the office. .Is there no way 
tn prevent this wholesa'e welshing of sailors? 
You know it isa dead certainty that any man a‘ter 
having been five months at sea on a passage and 
coming ashore gets some boarding house whisky and 
then he is not responsible for what he does. 

“R.H.N., Able Seaman,” 

The above letter was taken by a Marine Journal 
representative to the office of the British Consul at 
this port for explanation, and he was told that 
complaints of the kind were not uncommon in 
papers of the class devoted particularly to sailors, 

“Considering the great number of ship,’ crews 
handled at this office,” said the vice consul, “including 
some 27,000 men last year, I don’t think there is a 
consulate in the world against which there are fewer 
eomplaints, ‘he charge of allowing crimps, sharks, 
and bums in the office with the men is utterly falre, 
as you or any other reporter who has often been here 
can testify. We cannot keep them away from the 
outside of the building but they don’t come inside 
the office. As for the alleged deduction of wages 
before the men got, their dischsrge in the case 
mentioned, we know. nothing of it, If there was 
any deduction, it must have been by agreement of 
the men with the master for not baving fulfilled all 
the conditions of their erticles. Of course, if a 
man ships to t e discharged: in Liverpooi and wants 
his discharge » hen he. gets here instead, the cap- 
tain is often put to additioral expense to get an- 
other men at a h gher rate of pay in his place, and 
this may have been the case in the instance re- 
ferred to, but of that the men have noright to com- 
plain ard ovr only business is to see that the 

eements are carried out,"—New York Marine 
Tum 





ALLEGED SLAUGHTER OF 


A FIREMAN. 


CASE FOR INQUIRY. 


A 


A correspondent writes :—A most extra- 
ordinary narrative of assault and cruelty at 
sea has recently been related to the officials 
of the Glasgow Branch of the Seamen's 
Union, by members of the crew of a steamer, 
which has been corroborated in all essential 
details by parties who were eye witnesses 
of a brutal outrage, perpetrated on a fellow 
shipmate by officers of that ship, while on 
the passage from Glasgow to Shanghai. 
It appears that while on the outward 
passage from Glasgow, by way of Suez 
Canal, and before reaching Port Said, one 
of the firemen fell down the bunker-hatch 
and sustained such injuries that he was 
incapacitated from duty, the captain doing 
what he could for him in the absence of a 
medical man, and promising to call in 
surgical aid when the vessel reached the 
first port. On arriving at Port Said a few 
days afterwards, although the man was still 
confined to his bunk, suffering from his 
injuries, no notice was taken of his condition 
nor was any medical man sent for to have 
Lim examined. 

The vessel again proceeded on her 
voyage as usual. Two days or so after 
clearing the Canal, the man was ordered on 
duty, although still feeble and suffering 
from his injuries. His protestations of unfit- 
ness were of no avail, and judging from tha 
menacing attitude of the captain that 
greater suffering to himself might ensue 
should he persist in refusing, he deemed 
it advisable to eomply. ; 

Accordingly he turned to next day, the 
vessel being then in the Red Sea and the 
weather fearfully hot. After attending to 
the furnaces for some time, he went on deck 
to get a breath of fresh air, as is the 
custom among firemen after getting fires 
properly under weigh. The chief engineer 
seeing him on deck, peremptorily ordered 
him below tothestoke-hole; there he declined 
to go, explaining he would do 80 as soon as 
he had recovered his breath. 

Becoming enraged, the chief sngineer, 
by way of forcing obedience to his orders, 
struck the mana b!ow on the face. To this 
the man retaliated by striking back; the 
other engineers, who were about the deck, 
seeing their superior in grips with a fire- 
man, simultaneously rushed upon the 

anting victim, knocked him down and 

icked him again and again. The captain, 
hearing the noise from the upper deck, 
then put in appearance and helped 
to swell the force which now sssailed the 
almost helpless man, by striking and 
kicking him also. Regaining his feet; the 
victim again made a superhuman effort 
to free himself from the clutches of these 
assailants, and in his desperation struck 


‘out at the first who barred his way, 


who turned out to be the captain. Stung by 
the blow, that. gent!eman then ordered the 
man to be put in irons, carried aft to the 
wheelhouse and locked up, which was 
clearly his duty to do at the outbreak of 
the disturbance. By this time news of the 


_mélee had spread all over the ship,. and 


several of the crew who were forward, on 
going aft to learn for themselves the true 
state of affairs, saw the man, who, for 
some reason not explained; had in the 
meantime becn removed from the wheel- 





——. 


house, lying on deck to all appearance life. - 
less, and those around him pouring spirits _ 


down his throat, evidently for the purpose of 
restoring him to consciousness. 


ing. It was stated that the whole scene, 
from the start of the row until the man wag 
a corpse, did not occupy much over half an 
hour. I understand that the man’s death 
is recorded in the official log-book as due to 
apoplexy, and seemingly to divert any 


suspicion of foul play attaching to the | 


perpetrators of this atrocious outrage, a 
subscription sheet on behalf of the de. 
ceased’s relatives was immediately opened, 


by which something like £20 was collected, | 


principally subscribed by those implicated. 

It bas lately transpired that an effort was 
made in Melbourne to have the matter in- 
vestigated, but fell through owing to chief 
witnesses being induced to leave the ship 
and helped out of the way by those on 
board. The second steward, who was the 
prime mover in the matter of instituting 


He never - 
recovered, and was buried the same even. | 


the investigation, was compelled to sign a _ 


document, previously prepared by the 
captain and his adviser, apologising for. the 
charges made against him and his officers 
and withdrawing the same. My object in 
bringing this case before tke readers of 
Szararine is to impress upon members of 


the Union the necessity of having such | 


brutal and disgraceful proceedings on board 
ship reported without delay at their respec- 
tive Branch offices, so soon as they reach 
British waters. 





UNIONIST AND NON: 
UNIONIST. 


A DIALOGUE. 


Among the motley crowd daily seen at 
the shipping office, old Jack Halliard is to 
be found, earnestly defending the Union, 
and launching terrific onslaughts on the 
Federation. In season and out of season, 
in sunshine and in rain, Jack has his select 
group around, eagerly catching the fervid 
words that fall from his lips, as he pro- 


pounds what he calls common sense. Any | 


luckless: wight who may have a passing 
fancy for free labour or the Federation, will 
never, though he live to the age of Methu- 
saleh, forget Jack's method of dealing with 
him. Jack is an enthusiast. When at 
home he is always at the shipping office, 
fighting the battles of the Union, and when 
at sea the forecastle is turned into a 
debating hall. Awake, he is enumerating 


the manifold merits of the N.A.S & F.U, | 


asleep, he dreams fondly of his darling 
Union. I give one of his encounters with 
& Federation man who rashly attempted to 
silence him. 

Pete Ratling: Stop it Jack, you're 
enough to drive a fellow crazy, with your 
continual cry of join the Union. Defoe's 
raven never croaked more ominously than 
you. If there was any variety in your talk 
{ could listen with patience, but it is one 
everlasting cry, Join! juin! join! Why 
should I join? What good will it do me? 
Joining a Union and paying sixpence 4 
week is a serious matter, and ought not to 
be undertaken without careful_thought. If 
you can give me any valid reason why I 


should do so, I will ; yet I must confessI sce __ 


none. 
Jack Hilliard: You see no reason why 
you should join the Union, Pete? Well, I'll 


try to make it clear to you. that it is the 


as 


—— 


October 24 1891. 


Peer re 


SEAFARING. _ 


3 








duty of every genuine sailor to’ enrol him- 
seifa member. In the first place, unity is 
strength. My old man used to give a 
capital example of the strength of combina- 
tion. Taking a match from a box he would 
break it easily; and then taking a number, 
would try to break them, and invariably 
failed. Why? Because the’ combined ‘re- 
sisting powers of all the matches were more 
than he could overcome. Singly, he was 
master of the Jot; united, they were master 
of him. By joining a Union you will. place 
yourself in a firm phalanx of’ determined, 
earnest men—your fellow-seamen— who are 
intent on getting justice done them. In 
stead of being one isolated match, you 
will be part of a strong parcel of matches.’ 

Pete : Don't talk those stale platitudes, 
Jack, but give me real instances ‘of 
benefits. : 

Jack: ’Tisn’t platitudes; Pete, its real 
common sense; the Union men are firm and 
united, and must prevail. 

Pete: But am I not united with my 
fellow men by reason of being a member of 
the Federation? There is-unity for you, if 
that is what you want. Hundredsof sailors 
are cn the books of the Federation; why 
not keep to the Federation, and give your 
Union the go-by? 

Jack: Now you are talking nonsense. The 
idea of the Federation being a sailors’ 
Union is too utterly laughable to be seriously 
thought of. What sort of Union is it? You 
band yourselves together to ensure crews 
for Federation vessels, whether seaworthy 
or otherwise. That is the only reason for 
the existence of the gigantic imposture. 
You unite to do yourselves injury. I am 
heartily ashamed to hear you describe it as 
a Union. Is that one of your jokes? But 
tou return to my argument. The Union 
unites men in a brotherhood, ‘and causes 
them to stick by each other through thick 
and thin, to offer aid or receive assistance. 
What does ycur Federation give you?” 

Pete: But what has the Union done? °° 

Jack: Say, rather, what has it not done! 

It has revolutionised the maritime world. 
Conditions at sea to-day, and conditions at 
sea before the advent of the Union, are 
vastly dissimilar. It is profanity to compare 
the two'in the same breath. Look atthe 
wages. Both you and I have jumped to 
£3 5s..a month, and thought we had a 
good berth before the coming 6f the Union. 
Now you can get £4 5s. easily. | Is that 
nothing? Practically, the Union has given 
you 5s. a week, and yet you hesitate, ray, 
refuse, to return it sixpence weekly. Pete, 1 
am disgusted with you. Then, again, it 
was throvgh the imstrumentality ’ of ‘the 
Union that the Load-Line Act was piissed. 
In itself that is worth all the money you are 
asked to part with. Never sgain shall we 
see the load-line above the deck lice. “It 
must be placed where it will really show the 
point to where a vessel may be safely 
loaded. The Union has removed the cause 
of many an untimely death— overloading. 

Pete: I don’t see that the same meh 
would be in Parliament if the Union was 
not in existence as: now, and in all. proba- 
bility would support the same measures, 
they would still retain their humane senti- 
ments. : 

Jack: Not so. The same men’ may not 
be in Parliament, yet unless they” were 
pricked up from ‘behind ‘by’ our Union; I 
am afraid they’ would’ entirely ‘forget the 
welfare and safety of'sailors:' M:P.’s warit'a 


lot pushing on, and that is what our’Un‘on' 


does. Mr. Wilson anil other officers of the 
Union keep a sharp look-out‘aver the words 





and actions of ott legislators.’ ‘A’ case 
in point. You know the ~ horrors’ ‘of 
the cattle trade? ‘The’ Union. has 
spread broadcast over the country Mr. 
Plimsoll's book on that traffic, with the re- 
sult; I doubt not, that its terrors, brutali- 
ties, and enormities, will soon be a thing of 
the past... A cattle ship will be less and 
less a floating hell; and the conditions under 


which both men atid beasts labour will be 
| greatly: impfoved. The 


Union ventilates 
all grievances under which sailors exist, 
and that ‘ventilation must soon cure the 
evils. When the shore-going folk know'the 
miseries we endure, they will:join bands 
with us to’ palliate, if not end, them. 

Pete: Will it benefit me individually ? 
That’s what I want to know. Leave the 
general, and descend to the particular. I 
want to know what particular benefit 7 
may secure by becoming a Union man. 

Jack: Well, in the first place, it will give 
you the-services of a free solicitor. Every 
now and then something crops up in con- 
nection with the articles, payment of wages, 
or your treatment at sea, upon which you 
would like legal advice and action, but’ are 
afraid to take preceedings, fearing failure 
would ruin You ‘by excessive costs. Now 
the Union steps in, and gives you free legal 
advice and ‘assistance, either as plaintiff or 
defendant. - In itself this is worth ‘all the 
contributions, but it is on’y 9 small part of 
the benefits and advantages you derive. 
The secretary, too, is always ready and will- 
ing to listen to and advise you, and generally 
look after your interests. i 

Pete: Yes; that’s a good thing. 

Jack: And not the only good thing, 
either. I knew a man who was away from 
home, penniless.-. He went to the Union 
secretary, and, showing his card, was given 
a night's lodging, a substantial supper, and 
his railway fare home next day. In fact, 
Pete, the Union looks after you in every 
way. Look, too, at your provision secate. 
It i8 miserably inadequate. The Union, 
feeling this, has issued another scale, which 
is meeting with great favour. Many 
shipowners say they are willing to adopt 
it; but ask'that the others be compelled to 
do the same. The Union, by Parliamentary 
action, is‘trying to corapel these owners to 
adopt the new dietary scale, and wiil suc- 
ceed, if you, and others ‘like you, do not 
weaken thé cause by abstention. You say, 
joining a Union is a eerious matter. It is 
a ‘serious ‘matter; aud a matter you must 
attend to at your peril, and*join at once. 
Do not hesitate, but join at once. There is 
a business meeting to-night—shall I 
nominate you? I am sure if you do not 
join, you will regret it. 

Pete: But the contributions are so hich! 

Jack: High? ‘bosh!) © Do you think 
legal assistance, the services of a secretary, 
dnd. a ‘parliamentary agitation could be 
carried oh with less than’ sixpence a week ? 
If the ‘contributions were luwer, I should 
think ita bogus Union. 

‘Pete: Yet there‘are more Trades Unions 
with ‘a less coutribut'on than ‘tispence. 
Surely you will not say they are all bogus 
Unions ? 

Jack: No; Ido not say they are all 
bogus Unions ; Some exist: under easier 
circumstances than the N/A.S. and F. U. 
‘Fhe members work on ‘shore,‘and are gét- 
at-al'ls, and the busitiess may be cohducted 
during’ the evening; and ‘tiany officérs absd- 
lutel¥ necessary ‘to the” Sailors’ Union may 
bé dispénsed ‘with'm these “other Societies. 
F'say again, ‘a Sailors’ Union with less con- 
tribution ‘than .sixpence “must “bea bogus 





one. Do not think the fithds are'frittered 
away. The balance ‘of money inthe Society, 
which is kept to fight your and my battles, 
is over thirty-one ‘thousand “pourids ! ‘The 
sixpence & weck enabdles-'thée’ Union to pay 
every current expense, and put by a goodly 
sum in reserve for emergencies. The 
Union could not be cristied ‘im a’ day. It 
is a genuine fact, foun¢ed on’ a solid founda- 
tion. : Tan 
Frasx AnpDERson. 


YARNS, 
CLXXII. 


YOO MUCH’ OFA 


JOKE. 


The Wheezer was a handy little ship with 
the reputation of being ab'e to steer herself 
if left alone.. ‘She was homeward bound 
after a long voyage, and all hands felt well 
piessed at the prospect of the weather, 
which after a particularly rainy and squally 
‘*doldrum ” had settled into a light NE. 
trade wind. The night was very datk but 


clear; the stars twinkled brightly above, 


and the sea, perfectly smooth, murmured a 
gentle lullaby tothe weary watch on deck. 
Sailors lay on the ‘hatch in dreamy un- 
consciousness, fanned by the swaying of the 
mainsail. The ma‘e, who was in charge of 
the deck, after futile efforts to keep awake, 
reclined in oblivion on the skylight Even 
the man at<the: wheel ‘was ; not. proof 
against the soporific influence of the 
weather, but fell asleep at his post. 
The captain, himself @ sound sleeper, was 
troub!ed ‘with insomuiia' on this occasion. 
He got up and came on deck in his pajamas. 
Looking around, hé took in the situation at 
a glance, and chuckled to himself as if it 
had been some prodigious joke. The cap- 
tain loved a practical joke more than any - 
thing else, and the present was a good 
chance, he thought, to play a trick on the 
rsate. Going down on the main deck, he 
foun Tum Young, the “fat boy ” of this 
story, and quiétly waking him said, ‘ Get 
up, there; maké no noise ; d'ye hear?” 
The boy heard and obeyed. Going on to 
the poop, they crept noiselessly aft, and 
with little difficulty unshipped the wheel 
and carried it forward, placing it in the 
long boat, as the mest unlikely plac: for a 
ship's wheel to-be found. After this was 
done, the captain instructed the youngster 
to go'out' on to ths jibbcom end and hei 
the ship at the pit-h‘of his voice in the 
usual formal mariner adopte:l when speak- 
ing a pissing vessel. The boy went for- 
ward and the captain aft, each confident cf 
the success of the joke. The captain had 
just ensconced himself in: the companion- 
way when a faint: Ship ahoy ” was heard. 
The mate slept on, and the man ‘at the 
wheel added another item to his slop-chest 
account. “Ship ahoy; sbip aho-oy; where 
‘ye running? ‘Keep your luff.” 

The mate starte! up as if his death knell 
had rung. and, looking around in a dazed 
fashion for the .stranger, heard distinctly 
the latter injunet‘on to keep close to the 
wind. © 

“ Keep your Ivff there. Loffup! What's 
the matter? Don’t you hear me? Are 
you asieep aft there, you fool ?”’ 

So saying; the mate ran aft to where tho 
wheel ‘should have been, and the helmsman 
waking up, they both: became’ frantic with 
constertiation on’ ‘finding’ the wheel ‘gone. 
At this ‘juncture the captain emerged from 














4 


SEAFARING. 


October 24, 1891. 








his hiding-place, and after laughing heartily 
for a minute, assumed a very grave aspect, 
and proceeded to poiut a moral by warning 
the mate against sleeping on his watch on 
deck. The captain concluded by saying 
that the vessel's reputation as a good steer- 
ing ship was a dangerous thing to trifle 
with. He had barely spoken, when the 
whole watch, by this time on the alert, 
were amazed to hear—this time in the 
unmistakably gruff tones of a veteran sailor 
— Ship ahoy! Mind your helm; you'll 
run me down! ” 

The sound came from the lee bow, and 
running to the lee side, Captain Joker, of 
the Wheezer, was thunderstruck to see a 
large clipper ship bearing down upon bim 
under all sail and only two cable lengths 
off. The stranger had braced his after 
yards in to help pay her off, but a relentless 
fate had doomed the Wheezer to destruc- 
tion. The wind hauled a couple of points 
and the unmanageable ship paid off faster 
than the other one, with the result that the 
stranger ran into the Wheezer abreast of the 
fore rigging. ‘ Look out to make a jump, 
boys,” saug out the captain, and when the 
crash came all hands clambered into the 
shrouds of the big craft, and as they bung 
on there they could see their own ship 
plunge and wallow and then sink before 
their eyes. It is needless to say that the 
underwriters failed to see the point of the 
joke. 





AFTER THE GALE. 





Scene: A luxuriously furnished dining- 
hall in the Elysium Hall,—Fleecem and 
Grindem, shipowners, in earnest conversa- 
tion. Fleecem: I am very sorry to hear 
your ship has foundered. I suppose it was 
a very serious loss to you? She was a fine 
vessel and generally had good freights. 

Grindem: Um! Yes, she was a fine 
vessel enougb, but she was fully insured, 
even the freight; and if she had arrived 
in port safely I should have had to get her 
thorougbly overhauled and repaired. I am 
not vut of pocket, really I am better off as 
it is. Fleecem: I see there is to bea meet- 
ing in eid of the wives and orphans of the 
crew. ‘The papers are saying some very 
nasty things about you. Grindem: Well, 
I have sent them a cheque for £10, and a 
beautiful letter telling them of my losses. 
IL think that will alter the comments, not 
that I care, but now that infernal Wilson 
is about crews seem to shun a vessel if 
they are not treated like princes in her. 
Fiececem: That’sthe style! Play the gene- 
r.us, You can do it cheaply, and what is 
more, take twice as much out of them in 
another way. I always preach a sermon to 
my crews when I can. It pays. 

[Enter waiter with letter. ] 

Grindem reads and exclaims: Damn it. 
What wvext? Fleecem: What now? 
Grindem : Licten to this. (Reads) ‘ Gib- 
raltar. Sir,—lhe crew cf the Money 
flunter refuse to ail further, alleging that 
the vessel is unseaworthy, and has in- 
sufficient food on board. 1 have frightened 
them with impiisonment, but they have 
wired to their Union secretary, and he has 
telegraphed instructions to a leading so!i- 
citor here to defend them. I am afraid the 
men will win if we take the case into 
Court. What shall I do? J. Syivet, 
master.” Grindem: Thavs what the 
infernal Union does. Gives the men free 
legal advice and assistance. I should like 





to know where the men would get the 
money from if the society didn't help them. 
I would willingly give my finest vessel to see 
that fellow Wilson hung. I suppose it is 
best to give in, and have the old tub 
repaired. (Writes instructions to that 
effect) While I have the pen in my hand, 
I might as well send a thou’ to the 
Federation. Fleecem: What's the good, 
my dear fellow? The Union is evidently in 
earnest. That fellow Wilson, I believe, 
would turn the world upside down, and 
inside out, to right a case of oppression, as 
he calls it. 

Grindem: You haven’t heard the latest 
scheme for bamboozling the men. The 
Federation will win. We bave engaged the 
rag-tag uf the females to help us. Beer, 
bunkum, and brothels will win. Have 
another glass of Moét? 


SEAMEN’S GRIEVANCES. 


— 


The following paper has been read at the 
meeting of the Bristol Branch of the Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union by Bro. Jarman :— 
We have heard a lot of tall talk lately, and 
posters stuck up at the shipping offices, 
about sailors showing four years’ dis- 
charges to be qualified for an A.B. There 
is nothing very much said about cooks or 
firemen, who, in my humble opinion, have as 
much interest asa sailor. For instance, if 
the firemen are defic‘ent, or the engineer 
1uis short of labour below, the sailor, of 
course, has to go down and trim the coal, 
and in a great many cases to fire, which I 
have done myself, leaving a great deficiency 
of hands on deck. Here comes in one of 
the greatest benefits the Union can push — 
legislation for undermanning. I am very 
sorry t> say that the Board of Trade 
offici‘ls do not enforce the four years 
of competency, as I witness nearly 
every day men shipping without a 
discharge at all. As to the provision 
scale, we will take, for instance, a 
steamer bound to China leaving Cardiff or 
Liverpool. Within six days the vessel 
touches at Gibraltar, or ten days at Malta 
Is it not very easy for a master to take 
plenty of fresh provisions to last him half 
of the distance at least? two or three days’ 
fresh meat and soft bread, with vegetables, 
and a good cook to prepare the food for the 
crew. But no. As soon as you are in 
channel, or scarcely out of sight of land, 
it is salt horse, dead pig, maggotty biscuit, 
very likely two or three potatoes, scarcely 
ever fit to eat. For breakfast, dry biscuit, 
drop of coloured water, called coffee, made 
out of burnt wheat or indian corn, of course 
plenty of milk from the molasses cask; salt 
horse or pig, with a pint of pease powder 
soup, with a few celery seeds to flavour, for 
dinner. For tea, what you cannot eat for 
dinner, which is usually nothing but a smell 
of the greasy meat kidd, with adry cracker 
(God forgive me for calling them biscuits !) 
—very probably, with a good master, you 
might get a half-ounce of margarine. Now 
Malta, or plenty of places where vessels 
call at, are very cheap places for potatoes 
aud vegetables, and also good bread, which 
would last to Port Said, and from 
thence to Aden, where a fresh sup- 
ply can be got in different ports, 
until you reach your destination. 
Who is to better this condition of 
things? Why we, ourselves, by our organ- 
sation. Now we will take a trip in a 
sailing vessel from Cardiff to Japan, or 





British Columbia, which generally occupies 
between four or five months of a good run, 
During the whole of this period seamen live 
upon food I have mentioned above, which 
becomes positively nauseating by its very 
sameness. Of course, they are kept as 
strictly temperant as can be desired by the 
most bigoted enthusiast of the blue ribbon 
cult, for, if nothing else, a ship's articles are 
perfectly clear on one point, and that is, no 
grog allowed. Add to this, the food and 
sleeping accommodation has to be taken. 
A man remains in a comfortless dwelling. 
His diet scale remains unaltered, whether 
under the fierce vertical rays of a tropical 
sun, with not a breath of air to cause a 
ripple on the ocean, or if battling against 
overwhelming odds in an appalling hurri- 
cane, with fingers and feet frost-bitten 
whilst attempting to make the laidof New 
York in the depths of winter, after a rapid 
run from the Equator, after being wet 
through days and days together, without a 
chance of drying your wet clothes, you must 
keep putting on the same without you have 
an enormous see-chest stocked with plenty 
of clothes, which, before our Union started, 
the wages sailors were receiving were not 
sufficicnt to keep their wives and children 
in rent to shelter themselves, lei alone to 
buy an extra suit, or a good suit of oilskins. 
I have myself received the great sum, 
before the Union raised our wages, of £2 5s. 
per month. Thanks to all good members 
of our noble Union, the same vessels are 
paying £3 103, and very often £4, 
per month, and if through the efforts of 
our leaders, with good substantial Trade 
Unionist seamen to back them up, we could 
demand a fair share of our rights, robbed 
from us years enough by the majority of 
these church-going shipowners, praying to 
their God that the vessel never returns. 
Then comes the best of their greed and 
avarice. After ploughing the treacherous 
seas between life and death, and almost if 
not worse than many a slave was treated, 
the first port you arrive at you have to go 
down on hands and knees to beg for a few 
shillings of your own hard earned money 
from the master before you can get it, and 
then for every shilling you generally have 
to pay one shilling and threepence, which 
would not be allowed for a Jandsman em- 
ployer to do. Another consideration for 
seamen is their comfort aboard. I am 
certain I have seen better accommodation 
for cattle ashore than the’seamen have got 
at sea. Fancy ten or twelve men thrown 
in a square box one on top of the other, not 
more than about 12 feet square. It has 
been lost sight of by most writers except the 
editor of Szararine, that while the general 
standard of comfort for the labouring man, 
mechanic or factory operative, on shore has 
greatly improved, yet the comfort and food 
for the seamen has not improved, and 
the work is really harder in consequence of 
the diminished number of the ship's com- 
pany owing to the alleged labour saving 
appliances. If any respectable person 
on shore would take the trouble to in- 
spect the so-called Board of Trade scale 
of provisions that would convince the 
most sceptical that it is far from in- 
viting, but was fixed as the least that 
could be given with any degree of decency. 
The craving that men have for a change of 
food after subsisting on it for a long pas- 
sage is undeniable, while the difference in 
cost between the present scale and a more 
suitable dietary is almost inappreciable. 
This leaves no doubt that the food scale 
in British ships has been drawn up utterly 


-oT 


-oT 


October 24, 1891. 


SEAFARING. 


* 


5 








regardless of the physiologicai wants of the 
system. Let us have some good cooks, and 
not food-spoilers. One-half of the cooks, I 
am sorry to say, cannot boil rice to keep a 
parrot alive. Let us have less salt meat, 
maggoty biscuit, and the much-cursed 
pound and pint done away with. More 
vegetables, butter, suet, flour, raisins, mar- 
malade, occasionally preserved meat, fish, 
potatoes (an excellent prevention of scurvy) ; 
soft bread two or three times a week, or at 
least in fine weather, when there would be 
no excuse for making under the superin- 
tendence of a good steward and cook, with 
a clean apron and cap, clean galley, and its 
tin cooking utensils, would make life aboard 
worth living. With few exceptions, no pro- 
vision is made aboard of a vessel for the 
moral well-being of the sailor or fireman. 
He is given an unvarying diet, and has to 
perform allotted tasks. What wonder that, 
under the present circumstances, Jack 
should degenerate into an iusubordinate 
drunken seaman. Bui after all our talk or 
writings, the whole matter, to my mind, is 
entirely in the hands of the seamen them- 
selves. He is not, as I have heard our 
undaunted general secretary and Szararine 
explain, bound to sign articles containing 
the Board of Trade food scale, nor is he 
bound to contract himself out of any benefits. 
Indeed, it is doubtful whether a High Court 
of Justice would sanction this clause of a 
ship’s articles. I hope that our glorious 
Union, which has done so much good for 
the seamen and their wives and children, 
will devote itself to these and kindred 
matters. Brother seamen, if you mean to 
better your position, choose once, and once 
for all, which side you will be on—the Sea- 
men’s Union, paying sixpence per week, 
or the combined efforts of ungodly ship- 
owners to reduce our wages 15s. to 25s. a 
month, and starve us in the bargain, which 
is their intention, and nothing more. 








NATIONAL UNION OF DOCK 
LABOURERS. 





The report of the Executive Committee of the 
National Union of Dock Labourers, which has its 
cevtral offices at Liverpool, has been issued. This 
Union has branches in many of the ports of the 
North, such as Liverpool, Glasgow, Newcastle, 
Grangemouth, Bo'ness, Drogheda, Birkenhead, 
Maryport, Leith, Whitehaven, and Barrow-in- 
Furness. The total number of members is stated 
to be 14,552, and the fully paid-up contributions 
£8,814 15s. 3d. The total income of the Society 
for the financial year ending June, 1891, was 
£12,512 5s. 5d.; £5,257 12s. 10d. was expended 
in strike pay during the same period. The Union 
has been successful in recovering large sums of 
money in the law courts as compensation to mem- 
bers and their relatives for injuries and loss of life. 
Speaking of the benefits conferred upon the dockers 
of the northern ports by the Union, the report 
states: —‘‘The compensation to these 14,552 
financial members in the form of increased wages, 
calculated on an average increase of 1s. per day 
(and the moderation of this estimate will be more 
than justified later on) amounts to £227,011; or, to 
put it in another form of words, each man, on an 
average, by an expenditure of 13s., increased his 
income by £15 lzs. per annum. In addition to 
this, a valuable insurance has been effected for the 
benefit of each member’s relatives. But gratifying 
as these results may be, they are not a tithe of the 
advantages gained, Not lesstban 50,00 additional 
workers at the docks have directly benefited to the 
extent of £780,000 in increased wages duriog the 
past financial yeir.” Referring to the work done 
by the Unionin the Irish ports, the report states :— 
“In Ireland the work of the Union has been 
equally successful. In some of the Irish ports in 
which branches were formed, wages were so low as 
10s. a week, and the men treated much worse than 
in England or Scotland. The payment of overtime 


was a thing unknown, and for 2s. a day men were 





forced to work from six in the morning till nine 
o’clock at night. The Union has removed many of 
the more galling conditions, and has infused a 
spirit of dignified manliness in the bosoms of the 
men. The success already achieved by the organ- 
isation inspires us with confidence as to the future 
progress of the movement in Ireland.” 








CORRESPONDENCE, 


RULES. 


Correspondents must write on one side of 
the paper only, and to secure early pub- 
lication be as brief as possible, 


@@™ Correspondents’ names are not divulged to 
anyone without their sanction. 

&” Letters not accompanied by the writer's name 
and address are destroyed without being 
either read or printed. 

@@ Letters from persons who have the misfortune 
to be unable to spell or write correctly are 
treated with even more attention than 
others. 


G®” Now that seamen have a strong Union, 
with the necessary legal machinery to assist 
them, we must refer them to their respec- 
tive Branch solicitors, in the case of such 
complaints as we may be advised not to 
publish. Once their case has been heard 
in Oourt, it will be reported in more papers 
than SHAFARING; to report it before might 
often defeat the ends of justice. 


ALLEGED FEDERATION IMPORTUNING. 
To the Editor of “ Seataring.” 


S1r,—In answer to a shipowners’ paper desirous 
of knowing about the author of the letter setting 
forth his experiences of being importuned by a 
female acting in the Federation interest, I beg to 
state that.the interview I described occurred on the 
streets of Plymouth about five weeks ago, and I 
was the proposed victim —I am, etc., 

JOHN CLARK, Fireman. 

8.8. Skerryvore, of Glasgow. 

P.S.—I have sent a copy of this to the ship- 
owners’ paper, which I have my doubts will not 
appear. 


GRAIN-LOADED SHIPS. 
To the Editor of * Seafaring.” 


Srr,—In our esteemed president’s opening ad- 
dress at the Annual Congress, yesterday, he 
mentions particularly the working of the Load- 
Line Bill of 1889, and very truly states that, 
through the timidity, etc., etc , of the local officers, 
the law respecting the same is very often evaded. 
He might have gone still further, and stated with 
equal truth that in many cases, with the conniv- 
ance of the masters, it was done wilfully. I would 
like to draw the attention of our president, a!so 
our general secretary, to the grain-loaded ships, 
both from Australia and New Zealand, and to the 
manner in which they are loaded. I believe the 
Act states that they must be loaded in bags. 
The ship to which I belonged had to be 
loaded that way. Now, Sir, the second officer (a 
mere lad, just out of his time) was appointed to 
superintend the stowing below. When the steve- 
dores thought proper, they cut the bags open, and 
shot the grain loose—not only one, but hundreds. I 
remonstrated with them (they being Sai'ors’ Union 
men), pointing out the danger of shooting the grain 
loose, they remarking, in return, they were told to 
do it by the chief officer. Is that evading the law, 
Sir, or not? The sequel showed we might have 
stopped the ship, we might not, and probably the 
jail stopped us. No one to fight your cause there. 
In running between New Zealand ani Cape Horn, 
in what might be termed an ordinary gale (I have 
seen worse, a great deal, scores of times), our ship 
was like a half-tide rock, continually full, all hands 
forecastle, house on deck, galley, and even the saloon, 
etc., continually wet for over 50 days. What was 
the cause? From the master to the saloon stewards 
every one knew, even the passengers, and the 
master openly expressed it—too much cargo. In 
loading ia Melbourne, in the month of May, for 
the Channel, I drew the attention of the chief 
officer (he communicated it to the captain), also to 
Lloyd’s surveyor, that the disc was below the 
water for the winter mark, the ship being marked, 
One, North Atlantic Winter; 2nd, N. A. Summer. 
We were loaded to the summer mark, the surveyor 





remarking it would be summer when we arrived ia 
the Atlantic. What about the Pacific (wronzly 
callei, I think) in the wint-r, off Cipe Horn, 
where we were? The latter pat of May, running 
with whole topsai!s and furesail, one ses rua 
aboard, tilling decks compl-tely. The cry, “Was se 
gone?” she staggere4, reeled, almost stopped, but 
eventually cleared herself. Head reaching was 
tried; the ship was brought to (all hands in the 
rigging), whea such a sight presented itself that in 
3U years’ experience I neversaw. The ship was on 
her beam ends, the tops of the houses on deck to 
leeward were under water, lifting the boats from 
th2 skidds, etc., the weighs and surge of the sea to 
leeward burst the forecastle in, completely gutting 
it, the starboard watch losing chests, clothes—in 
fact, everything movable. One man's watch was 
picked up in the donkey-house a week after. No 
compensation for Jack. The ship was pass d sea- 
worthy. The grain that was loose was now to !ee- 
ward, lots spoiled, as she filled the c:bin the sa ve 
as the forecastle. No respect for persons whea the 
water got below. How much spoiled I can’t tell. 
Now, sir, I would humbly suggest to the 
officials of our Society tbat they should federate as 
soon as possible with our Colonial brothers, aud 
that the outside delegates, both at home and 
abroad, should be empowered to inspect all ships 
and report the same to their Unions, so as to 
strengthen the hands of our president and sec- 
retary ia demanding that justice shall be done. 
Thanking you in anticipation, I remain, fiater- 
nally yours, 
WILLIAM GOWING. 
Gravesend Branch, No, 730, 


London, Oat. 6, 1891. 


GRIEVANCES. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


Dear SiR, —Much has been done by our oli 
friends Mr. S. P.imsoll and Mr. J. H. Wilson, and 
others, to make the lives of our mariners more 
comfortable and safe, but I re.ret suffic eut nas not 
been cone to bring to jastic? indiviiuals who are 
every day placing in jeopardy the lives of thousands 
of seamen, as well as jeopardising the safety of 
scores of ships. I mean, in the first place, ve-sels 
are more closely wat:hed than they are on the 
in the timber trade. Vessels trading to home ports 
Continent, and this is whit grieves me to watch 
vessels with these abominable deck-ioads. Litreriy 
I have watched these ves-els with anx ety, expect- 
ing to see or hear of some sad c lamity. Duariag 
my short stay on the Continent I have seen Eng ish 
sh'ps in the various ports with d-ck-!ods varying 
from 10 to 14 feet above their rai s, and oftextimes 
with from 15 to 20 degrees of list, and seeiug these 
vessels in sucha trim, I shouid like to know what 
is to prevent their crews from being w.shed over- 
board and drownel. Again, what is to keep the 
ve-sel on even keel with such a lot of top hamper 
in case she gets isto a breeze of wicd? in case of 
being suddenly struck by a squall what is to 
prevent them capsizing, a® is often the 
case? It is no uncommon thing to find 
a timber ship bottom upin mid-ocean. I haveseen 
such cases, and on two different occasions have had 
the misfortune to assist in attempting t» tow two 
vessels to port, once to Falmouth, once to Coruna, 
in Spain, but on both occasions failed, having 
again to abandon them on account of weather. 
Now, I maintain that we, the work+rs of these 
great fortune-making machives, should at o.c2 
demand a legal enactment making it an indictable 
offence for carrying these dangerous ca’gues, which 
to my mind is‘a worse form of mu:der thax we 
sometimes read about. Then, again, we have the 
load-line. Masters at home ports are very cautious, 
but out here it is different. Oftentimes you will se> 
vessels coming in here with the load-line com- 
pletely under water, which, I maintain, should be 
stopped, and seeing that some of our captains at 
home know it to their sorrow, I trast thas before 
long the eyes of the law will be turned in the 
direction of the Continent. The. we may exp ct 
to hear some startling cases in the courts of law 
that wiil prove the perilous posi'i-n ou se:men «re 
pliced in to sa'i-fy that very humane section of the 
community—the shpowners. The House of 
Commons is full of these shipowners, brokers, and 
hangers-on. As a geveral election wil take plwe 
within the next few months, we as men should 
commence to lvok about ani see who are th» in: 1- 
viduals who are crying and cringiog for our votes 
at the forthcoming election. In all our 
commercial ports we should commence questioning 
these aspirants for your suffrages what are their 
intentions towards remedyiag these evils that I 
have mentione}. And the individuals that you give 
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your undivided suffrage to, demand.that they will 
bring about such necessary reforms as will place 
you outside the pale of slavery and tyranny of the 
once all-powerful enemy—the shipowner. All'trades 
have similar grievances, and we should now band 
ourselves, 4s Unionists, and send in. place: of the 
capitalists men ike. the Wilsons, Bgras, and 
numerous others I eduld meftion, that, will demand 
jastice and equality forone gad ail alixe.—I remain, 
YOO IG WON, ccs aslale cutis (x: 
"yy. , WIL SpRow, Organiser. 
Rotterdam, — ot sii} 
edd his beet “30D 


WIDOW AND SHIPPING FEDERATION. 
‘To the Editor of ™ Beiifaring.” 


S81k,—Now ‘that this ‘scamdal vhas been fairly 
thrashed out: by the representatives of the Federa- 
tion and. your humble ‘servant, in ‘various news- 
papers throughout the country, it may not ‘be outof 
place just to say a final ‘word in¥eply toa'Federation 
official; who was:undoubtedly the’ prime mover ih 
supplying all the ‘information: enabled the 
shipowners’ ‘paper to’ make: 'the statement, viz.: 
that the story was a pure invéntion, and°that no 


subscription, as was asserted ‘im the original letter, | 


was known of, nomhad been*rensived by the:party 
interestei—namely,: Mrs.o McGilvray ; Ai Federa- 
tionist: nd: doubt) fancied—+whemche:senti to me 
at this. office xfor Mrs.: McGilvray’s:ad ‘ress; after 
publication of the original charge—that by making 
the report’ he’ did to. his employers, and having it 
inserted in their paper, that the matter would drop; 


but he little reckoned it was a,hard-headed Scots- | 


man he had to deal with ; one’6f the Federati inist ;, 
it appears, has no other object in view io attempting 
to refute my stateniéits—after all his evident 
shuffling to save the honour of his party-th2n to 
preserve the character of a Federation official from 
the imputation of discourtesy. In his latest effusion 


he does vot challenge @ sihglé statement of the | 
enumerated facts, except that. of ‘‘ contemptuously | 
ordering the messenger from the office.” The1-trer | 
aréd ina recent 'issdé | 
of SEAFARING speaks 89’ conclusively, and is'such | 


of Mrs. Cameron which 


direct testimony to'the poiht involved; thit I may 
safely leave the cotcluston likely to! be artived st 


by an imp-rtial observer to thé reflection of yout | 


readers ; but’ it is indisputable that’ ay othet 
item of the charge has been fully-and ‘unmistakably 
substabtiated. My' only regfét_is that’ working 
men should undertake thé mission of attempting to 
whitewash’ the'schemes of those ‘by whom they ate 
présehtly employéd,’ arid “fértiish” sith gross mis: 
statements.—I am, yours ‘ia' unity, "9" <* 
° ROBERT IDE, Sécretary. 
Seamen’s Union Office; "OV © 8 * ONS © 28 
15, James Wattistreet, Glasgow, ~~ 


—— a & 


GRIEVANCES. 
To the Bilitor of’ Seafaring.” 


Sirz,—I have just returned to England, after ‘an 
absence of two years, and while looking over SHA- 
FARING, dated: May..3,.1890, I find amarticle on 
ships’ forecasties... If youiwill kindly, allow me to 
say a few. words about: the, forecastle I came hone 
in I. would feel much. obliged; .I came from San 
Francistooia a oLiverpook vessel. » Her: forecast'e 
was certified: to. accommodate 16 .seamen. We 
were 12 und could not pss each other between the 
chests, and -they were close updto-the bunks, The 
lamp we hadowas a-type.vo& the days.of Obar'es II, 
and the smcke ‘th: t acosadsomsdt (was! something 
suffocating, as it had no‘tepste it, >We wer t.to the 
captaio. avd he told, us\ifane,did vot, like it we 
could burn slush. »In-bad weather, of course, it had 
to be left burning, and when we awoke we.would be 
spitting black soot for about five minutes. The fore- 
castle had. no. skylizht,.end .werwere compelled to 
bure it ail the time rounding Cape:Hor, , ‘Phe fore- 
castle was, not, lined either, and thesweat rapning 
from the, jron-inte our bunks: wes not :very plea~ant 
I can assure you, and we,conldiget no old canvas to 
nail up either,, Is.there no:law:for a sailor io. this 
matter? Are the ,owners, compelled .tocfurni-h, a 
lamp or not), Another.thisg ¢ will make mention 
of is the, Board of Trade sanctioning masters to give 
substitutes. ‘The substitutes» we got—were rotten 
potatoes that we.could noteai(acd Lord knows they 
are bad.enough when.a sailor can't-eat them) instead 
of flour. and one, pousd and;quarter.ef marmalade 
per week inst ead.of.two, pounds.of beef and one and 
hulf ponyds,of-pork,; Seeing there, is, s9 much being 
done jfor sailors, we; would ba, very. thawkful if 
something. was, done in thecway -of | lamps and sub; 
stitutes. Hoping you, wil find space,for this in 
your yaluahle paper SHAFARING, {I remain,,yours, 

; » AN QLD GRowL. 





SHAMEN “BEWARE! 
Lo. the Editor of “Seafaring.” 

5i8,—1 saw in last eveniag’s paper. that. the 
Shipoing Federation .is -on': the: warpath again, 
Mr. G. Laws‘ smi!es: oa us with’ bland, sickly smile. 
Then he invites us to desert our own 
ranks, . and jein h's army, by such 
offerings as compensation for widows or children 
whose husband or father has. been lost at sea, 
How do the Federation keep their promises? Some- 
thing like this, by presenting the widow with 
a half-crown, at the same, time telling her that 
will go to help her buy a mangle, so she can work 


-and suppoit. her Jittle-ones!. Kind-hearted ship- 


owners that, indeed |, That.is ike the sharks: Why 
did not the shipowners get up their Union and fair 
promis’s beforé the N.A.S.F.U. was started? Why 
did they nct give us an increase of wages. before 
our Union compelled them ‘to do so? ‘Now, men, 
Limplore you to ‘stand firm by our colours, and do 
not bei gulled ‘by'such eneaiies of our Union, for 
you ‘do not see'in. any of their fair promises any- 
thing about giving us a‘further increase of wages, 
or. @ better ;class {of'\rations or accommodation. 
No, boys, that: touehes their pockets a little too 
much... What.they,wapt.is to get enough men on 
their side to man tre tonnage of Great Britain, 
thea-down comes our swages to. the old starvation 
point. They are continually trying it on. Here is 
ah instance ,of hdw it ..was..tried on here 
in Cardiff. This last. week..they were trying 
to sign some-ships under, wages. ).Qn the morning 


they, were trying. it- on. with gpe ship, the 


shippib, office :ya gates were kept shut until 


past eleven... When. one. of. the, Board of 
Trade Officials was‘ spoken ..to about, it,;he stated 
that they “could *not find the key of the gate; 
ratvera peculiar affair that—a very natural excuse 
I should say. Well, dist they-succeedc in -getting a 
crew under wages? Jo, they did not! Now, boys, 
what I insist. uponour doing: isto stand firm and 
fast by our colours, and use all the stratagem that 
is tdwful which lies in our ‘power, and victory will 
reward our efforts!» It-'is'a well-known ‘fact that 
the! shipping’ is the most ‘important trade of 
this pation, therefore,’ you all ouzht to be able to 
ree that we; thé séafaring class, could be the most 
independent’ working-class of‘Great Britain if we 
stuck together.—Your Union brother in arms, 


; = J:.E. Haren, Seaman. 
Sept. 25, 1891. gi I~ 


Div —— 


To the Editor of“ Seafaring.” 


£1r,— Can you tell me, Mr, Editor, how it is that’ 
notwithstanding ali the’ “fuss ‘the’ Federation is 
making about paying thé. wages sof the port, that 
the last two, Federation ships. 1/put»my discharge 
in the wages.were reduced 5s. per month? I backed 
out, you..may. be sure, and am since knock- 
ing ; about! .withoyt a, berth: If ‘I could’ be 
quite, sure, the. Union would accept me, 
I would gledly: be in: iti again; but: what can a 
simple, scaman; do, when: he hears so’ many yarns 
one, way and the other. Over a glass of beer, the 
other day, I hearda thundering cuffer about ‘a pile 
being 8} ent last. year by the bosses who run the 


Union offices; but what tickles me is there is nota | 


a word avout what the ‘ Federation” are spend: 
ing, or who is to pay to:keep all those brass-bound 
fellows Jounging about cbrners, and smoking and 
drinking at, public bars, and nothing coming i», and 


T, must, say they, are: not: bad oto:a fellow in the | 
Federation office. He! can play domino’s, draughts, | 


and all-sorts of games, re.d all manner of -papers 
excepting your paper; that I-bave never seen all 
the time [ have been about there, and that. above 
all others I wish tosee, for I would like'to take:my 
bearings and se: ‘how the laud “hies.« Fam afraid 
there is some.of ‘he rubning gear of the Federation 
craft a bit adrift, or L.niight have a peepiat. Sea- 
FARING 4s well ,as ‘the ‘rest.. Lf it is not too much 
trouble, you might give me.a tipin.the right dir.c- 
tion.+-lam, jours; 5. i 

NUMBSKULL.: : 


—=— 


IMPORTANT: ‘PO: RUNNERS. 


. Lo the Bditor uf  Seufaring.” 


£18,+-Another of those many ‘iostadtes! which: I 
have often, quoted, in ‘reference to:: shippirig 
cases, has ,arisen respecting ; the » refusal of 
fyu teen. runners .te .discharge. a quantity. © of 
stone, ballast: whilst, on. a yoyage from Dundee 
to. Barry, in the .four-masted ship : Lancing 
These were requested, by -the captain's: or /ers, 





oh Oot: 2,3, and .5).to rig up a span and dis- 
charge’ the ballast, which they paturally refused to 
do, it being generally understood that their duties 
were to navigate the, ship from port to port, and 
moor her to the satisfaction of the dock-master 
and officers. ‘They qualified this refusal by offering 
to.discharge the 69 tons.,of ballast, providing te 
captain would pay,..them, extra, as done by other 
shipmasters. Upon their arrival at Burry, the 
captain endeavoured to deduct the sum of £1 from 
their wages. .\This the men naturally resented, and 
appealed to, the Union, I interviewed the super- 
intendent of the Board of: Trade on the matter, 
who acknowledged that the cate was a most un- 
usualone, but he added that the capta‘n had re- 
solved ‘to test the legality “of the men’s refusal to 
discharge ballast at sea,” and, therefore, it did not 
come witbin the jurisdiction. of the.Board. The solici- 
tor of the Union was.then instructed to take the 
matter up, but, it having transpired that. nine of the 
men had.accepted the captaiu’s terms, there only 
remained five who.refused to,accept less than their 
original agreement. The captain, notwithstancing 
the fact. of his having pajd nive off, an1.theic 
having proceeded home, thus being outside the 
jurisdiction of the court, summoned the whole of 
the men-individually for ‘ continued disobedience 
to. his lawful commands,” ‘and collectively for ‘ un- 
lawfully, combining, or conspiring on board the 
said ship.” Whilst’ the five. remaiving men, 
on. -the-- other -hand,- summoned the captain 
for, the. recovery.) of; .the . full amount . of 
wages,. together with. compensation for. deten- 
tion. .The wages cases were heard on Monday, 
when the magistrates reserved their decision 
pending the heartg-of the other cases. The cases of 
‘“continned disobedience to the lawful commands 
of ‘the. master” were gone ‘into, one. in particular 
being\taken,as a test, case, thereby. enabling the 
other’ four mén to give evidence. This: was-dis- 
mirsed, the éther-individual cases being withdrawn 
a8 the evidence fur-the prosecution was comp'etely 
everwhelmed:;by the evidence of the men. Then 
what.do we-find ?.. We find the prosecution, after 
the.acqnittal of the men, charging them collec- 
tively; thus completely gagging them as f-r #s 
eyidence: for the. defence is concerned, with the 
identical,,offence of which they had five minutes 
before been proved not guilty to the satisfaction 
of the Court, under another definition. This course 
of procedure is permitted by the ‘“ great unpaid” 
¢comprisiag ‘the Bench, the’ one-sided evidence of 


| the progecution (or persecution) is heard and the 


Bench retire. to discuss the. pros and cons of the 


| case. Upon returning into Court, after the usual 
\ stereotyped phras2 of “having given the case their 
|| most serious consideration,’ -&c., the Bench gave it 


as their opinion that things had been conducted 
very doosely by the captain, and undoubtedly a mir- 
understanoiny had ariseh with the men on account 
of such looseness, but they still considered the men 
a little to blame, aod the requirements of the case 
would ke met by the infliction of a nominal penalty 
of 103., inciuding costs, notwithstanding that there 
was not @ particle of evidence that they had either 
combined or. conspired, their only offence being 
what I have’ previously defined, it being a most 
unustal practice to discharge ballast ona “run.” 
Another remarkable feature of this case is that 
Ws.,; inc’uding costs, amounted to, the sum of 
Hs, 6d. per min. I may here’ mention that the 
men were offered. the alternative of accepting 
£3 10s. (£1 short of their agreement) or be, prose- 
éuted for the alleged disob:dience and conspiracy. 
As’ befure mentioned, nine availed themselves, of 
the former, the remaining five declined, hence the 
prosecution and’ result. ‘The result of the wages 
caser, remarkable to say after the previous decision, 
wes id favour of the men, but owing to summonses 
being issued against them they were not allowel 
compensation for the week's detention, and their 
Wages wére considerably reduced by the 10s, fine 
per: map. * This case'I con-ider is another injustice 
to thé seafaring Community, acd I should advise 
all'seamen engaging by the run to be careful that 
they only agree to navigate the vessel properly 
trom’ port to port, and moor her to the satisfaction 
6f the dock or harbour-master and officers in place 
of-signing~“deep-s*a erticles, such often being the 
case; and, agstn, T remind them that althongh this 
erew were convicted for refusing to discharge 
ballast: af ‘Fea, the Bench expressed their opinion 
that they did not think the captain would attempt 
stich’ a ‘feolhardy enitérprise, and gave it as their 
dior that it was only intended to get the rubbish 
front the -holds (although heavy hallast-tu's 
had beengot ready for the purpose). Thix is ore 
of:the many examples of the injustice meted out ia 
our judicial ‘couits to the seamen by the “ great 
uppiid.”* Thavking’ ‘you in anticipation, aid 
apoligising for intruding upon your valuable space, 
Tremain, yours, &c., °° 
cesetngrtodliteed he J. HARRISON, 
‘-Kingetant-cres-ent, Barry Dock. 
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“DRUNKEN MASTERS. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


Dwar Sir,—Several instances have come under 
my notice where steamers have rua on shore en- 
tirely through the regligence and drunkenness of 
the master. Iam sorry to say there cases never 
get properly iovestigated, because the men—that 
is, the forecastle hands—dare not bring the com- 
plaint for fear of losing their beiths; and I am 
also sorry to say that in many cases the officers 
are too willing agents for the master. Now, I 
venture to say that peor Javk doesn’t get off so 
cheaply, for the shipowners are very careful that 
poor Jack has to pay ths piper tothe tune of five 
sbilings for the first offence, and ten for the 
second offence, and that, perhaps, by a master 
who is a bigger drunkard than the man he is 
puni-hing. Is this justice? I must say no. I 
would suggest to my brother members, now that 
we have got a powerful Uvion at our backs to look 
after our interests, that they take this subject up 
at their different Branches, and instruct our repre- 
sentative on the local Marine Board to make 
special: inquiris as to te sobriety of the master. 
1s would also te advisable in many cases to put the 
shipowner in the witness-box, and see if he is pre- 
pared to swear to the general sobriety of the 
master. I can quote an instance of a steamer I 
wasina short time back which, on leaving the 
Port of Loudon for the Mediterranean, was delayed 
two hou:s waiting for the master to embark. 
He was biastly intoxicated, and could rot walk 
down the cabin stsirs, but was c:irried down. 
avd p'aced upon the cabin floor, where he laid 
till the pilot left us at Deal. He doubtless would 
not have come on deck had rot the steward re- 
moved the grog bottle, which was the means of 
sobering him uv atrifle. But he commenced again 
as soon as an opportunity offered, by kicking the 
cheffonnitr door in, and oxce more imbibing too 
freely. ‘This is only one of the many cases I cou'd 
enumerate. Do you think I could rest in my bunk 
with the feeling of security when I knew such a 
drunken sot was in command, whom we are taught 
to look to for a better example? But so long as 
shipowners are content to wink at these gentle- 
men’s shortcomings, and the Lard of Tra“e deals 
so leniently with them, so long shall we have 
drunken masters in command. We need not look 
far for an explanation to this state of things. When 
shipowners are only al'owed to insure their ships 
for the actual value, then, perhaps, they will inquire 
as tothe abiity and sobriety of ther masters.—I 
remain, yours truly, and in unity, 


London, Oct. 14, 1891. SNATCHER. 





TO BRANCH SECRETARIES. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


Sir,—Will you kindly give this warning to 
Branch secretaries and o! her officials of the Unior, 
that there is a person going round the ports 
formerly a member of. the Middlesbrough Branch, 
but who is out of compliance more than twelve 
months. He saited in the Ardandhan from this 
port about ten weeks ago. ‘The secretary of the 
Stockton Branch took him in, also the woman who 
was afterwards proved not to be his wife, boarded 
and lodged them as his own, and by way of grati- 
tude they bolted, leaving him £2 10s. in debt. also 
stealing several articles from the house. Another 
member of the Union has been treated in the same 
way by him, as also a poor old widow at South 
Stockton. Feeling that publicity may be the means 
of preventing further frauds, believe me, faithfully 
yours, 

EDWARD CHARLES PAGE. 

10, Thistle Green, Stockton-on-Tees. 

Oct. 20, 1891. 





THE ENGINEERS AND THE SHIPPING 
FEDERATION. 


To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


DuaR Mr. EpiTor,—A controversy hotly con- 
tested on both sides is at present raging in the 
vaoks of the Marine Eogiveers’ Union owing to 
the desperate attempts made bya section of the 
Executive and members to repudiate or condemn 
tke former policy of theic delegaies, Mr. Parkin, 
of Carciff, and Mr, Davies, of Newport, in invoking 
the assistance of the local Branches of the Sailors’ 
and Firemen’s Union at the engineers’ strike in 
the Bristol Channel ports eighteen months ago, 
which controversy is finding vent in the tecathing 
criticisms published in the correspondence columns 
of the Lngincers’ Gazette, the official organ of the 





M.E. Union. When, eighteen months ago, the 
marine engineers submitted a.note to the ship- 
owners demanding an increase of pav, *n- assistant 
engineer where only two were carried, and other 
benefits concerning themselves, the owners laughed 
at these demands, and all-efforts oa the part of 
the M.E. Unicn were futile until the assistance of 
the Sailors’ and Firemeu’s Union was requested, 
and then coercion became the order of the day. 
The powerful aid rendered by the National Unioa 
soon compelled the owners to come to terms amd the 
engineers demands were satisfied. Before loug, 
however, various memte s of the M.E.U., forgetting 
t> whom they owed so much, aud breakiog all 
(there are plenty of records in the minute books of 
promises made on their behalf verbally and in wri' ing 
the Newport and Cardiff Branches of the S. & F.U. 
of votes of thanks received from the M:E. Branches), 
commenced an indiscriminate “slating” of the 
8S. & F.U. Inventive brains and flexible tongues 
found no epithet too harsh to be hurled at the 
deveted heads of members of the Union. This 
continued until the threatened Shipping Federa- 
tion, Limited; became a reality, aud then the 
Executive of the Marine Engineers’ Union began a 
course of cowar ly truckling to the mighty repre- 
sentatives of £80,000,000 capital, avd offered the 
excuse, “It wora’t m4, Sir, it was th’ other lad!” 
as the palliative of their previous conduct before the 
formation of the Federation, Limited. But th ir 
abuse reached a climax at the Cardiff strike, when 
the M.&.U. stood by in servile neutral:ty, and saw 
their old-time friends, the 8. & F.U., fighting tooth 
and nail almost for existence. After the Cardiff 
struggle the officials and members of the local 
branches of a society, according to a Gazette 
correspotdent, composed mostly of illiterate 
men, and generally without funds, began 
quickly and steadily to repair the breaches 
made in the walls of the Union ,fortress 
by the assaults of their Federation foes, and so 
well have they succeeded in their endeavours that 
the local Branches are in fit condition to undergo 
a struggle as severe as the last, without the same 
mistakes being committed. The M. E. Union, 
intoxicated by success, gained for them by the 
National Seamen’s Union, and basking in the 
uncertain rays of the Shipping Federation sun, 
seemed to thick that their millennium had ariived, 
and nothing further was reqnired. But a rude 
»swakeniog was in store for the M. KE. Union. ‘The 
Federation, to reward them for their doci‘ity during 
the late struggle, and thinking very likely thet 
such rare devotion requires a reward, ate thinking 
about reducing the engineers’ pay. So at present, 
“a society where education is a test of the fitness 
of membership, and £10 notes are not.at all scarce,” 
has dissension in their ranks. Again I quote from 
the Gazette. An enemy at their gates, and at 
variance withthe S. & F. U., they areina nice fix. 
and signs are not wanting that ere long some cf 
those superfluous £10 notes may be wanted, to assist 
in extricating themselves from the predicament 
their ill-timed self-confidence bas placed them in. 
One word to our members of the National Seamen’s 
Union. It is no use expecting to receive any real 
assistance from swell Unions like the Shipmasters’ 
and Officers, or the Marine Engineers. What 
advantages we have gained, or hope tu gaio, must 
be by our own unaided efforts. We were hum- 
bugged in the ;ast, but it lies with ourselves if it 
is to happen again in the future. Once bit, twice 
shy.-—I am, yours in unity, 
FURNACE FRONT, 
Member of Newport Bracch, Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union, 
Oct. 20, 1891. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
ARARABEE.—Unsuitable.' Write to the secretary, 
Glasgow Branch. 


THE MAN WITH THE CARPET BaG. —Next week. 
The sec.etary of the Glasgow Branch of the Sea- 
men’s Union wants to communicate with you. 








SEAFARING DISASTERS. 


Amaranth, tarque, wrecked at Tamatave; crew 
and part of carge raved. 

Corrientes, s.—Dunkirk, Oct. 13.—The s'earer 
Corrientes, from the River Piate, reports havicg 
lost, during bad weather, 748 sheep and 13 cattle. 

Condor.—Cardiff, Oct. 14.—The trow €undur, of 
Gloucester, from Sharpness for Swansea, with 
pitch, sunk on the west mud yesterday; crew 
saved. 

Carniola.—Quebec, Oct. 8.—The barque Carniola, 
from Belfast for Miramichi, in ballast, went ashore 
at Byron Island, on Sept. 29, during a fog, and it is 
expected will become a total wieck ; crew saved, 





Era.—Great Yarmouth, Oct. 19, 1.25 p.m.—Zra, 
barge, of Harwich, from Sunderland for Mistley 
(coals), Hurre}l, master, ashore on Gorlestor 
Beach ; crew landed by rocket apparatus ; blowins 
hard southerly, 

Edum s.—The Edam s, during a gale lost all tle 
blades of her propelier on the 13th inst., then 
about 1,200 miles we-t. The Seythia was fa lea in 
with on the 14th, when arrangeweuts were mace to 
tow her to Queenstown, where she arrived Oct. 2°, 
Crew and passengers well. 

Golden Belt.—Yarmouth, N8,, Ost. 8.—British 
schooner Golden Belt, from Cow By for Yarmouth, 
with cosl, stranded at Pease’s. Island, Tusxet. 
Vessel and carg» a total loss ; crew saved. 

Howard —Leith, O.t 20.—Schooner H. ward, of 
ani from Montrose for Newcastle (grain), is ashore 
at Heriot Rocks, near Inchkeith, and Las become 
total wieck ; crew saved. 

Javkal_—Dundee, Oct. 15.+It was reported at 
Gourock, yesterday, that the jigger Jucia/, of Port 
Banvatyne, which was on Tuesday night lying in 
Loch Long, laden with gravel, had foundered, and 
that her crew of three men had been drowned. 

Juhn E. Chase.—Bo-ton, Oct. 7:—Galileo. s, 
which arrived here to-day from Hall. brought the 
three passengers and crew of barque John EF. Chase, 
abandone‘ at sea. 

Noel,—Larne, Oct, 19, 7.47 p.m.—Birque WM. el, 
New York f. r | ondonderry, with petroleum, struck 
oa Maiien Rock. off . arne, 6.3U p.m. yesterJay, 
afterwards got off with 12 feet water in hold. Crew 
abandoned her, and Isnded at Larne, Be'!fas’, 
Oct. 20, 11.21 p.m.—WNoel is at anchor at Larne 
Louzh. 

Prince, screw steamer, bound for London, with 
frozen meat, was, itis reported. sunk in the Channel 
Oct. 2l by the sail ng vessel Reindeer. The crew 
were rescued. 

Panamt, s.—Gefle, Ort. 15.—The Punama, s, 
ashore on the Vestra Banken. The Therese, s, 
arrived here Oct. 13, bringing the captain (Winter) 
and eleven men of the crew. Eight men who left 
the vessel on Oct. 11. in the ship’s boat, landed at 
Iggov, and arrived here. 

Paradox, s.—Oct 16.—While the Parad 2, ¢., 
of Aberdeen, from London, in ballast, was enter- 
ing Leith Harbour, the steamer’s beat, which 
was being towed astern, was smashed by the 
propeller, by which a seaman, William Miin, lost 
his life. . 

Provincia, s.—Falmcuth, Oct, 18, 7.5 p.m.— 
Arrived to-day Provincia, s, Campbell, Glasgow 
for Alexandria (coals), with boats smashed, cabin 
gutted, and other deck damages; one man lost 
overboard. : 

Rebecca Taulane,—Norfolk, Va., Oct. 18.—Tke 
schooner Rebecca Taulane, of Boston, having on 
board Captsin M‘Pherson and acrew of seven, is 
believed to have been ost with all hands. 

Silver Dart.—Yarmvuth, Oct. 17.— Smack Si/rer 
Dart, of this port, was run into’ and sunk iu the 
North Sea on the 15th inst. by the Norwegian 
barque Frey, of Porsgrund. Boy drowned; master 
and rest of crew landed here. 

Surah.—London, Oct 20.—Referring to a report 
from Holyhead relative to wreckage washed ashore 
on coast of Anglesey, amongst which were frag- 
ments of cases marked “ Juhn Hall & Son, Lordon 
and Faversham, Powder,” Messrs, Hall state tht 
the cases referred to no doubt form part of a ship- 
ment of gunpowder made by them on Aug. 26 last 
by the Sarah, of Londonderry, Rosze master, from 
London to Liverpool and Glasgow, the vessel not 
having arrived up to the present at either pcrt. 








A CORRESPONDENT sends us the following cutting 
from Reynolds's Newspaper:—At the annual Con- 
f. rence uf the Sailors’ Union great stress was very 
properiy laid upon the inadequate pena'ty 
imposed for overloading. “A sma!l fine wiil 
never puta stop to overloading. Shipowners and 
freighters have every reason to overload. On the 
one hand, the more cargo they carry, the more 
profitable it is to them. Should the ship happen 
to go down, the insurance covers the loss of the 
cargo ard vessel, but as to the sailors—nobody 
thioks of them. In the coming Session of Parlia- 
ment we shall see whether Mr. Plimsoll’s confidence 
in the Tories is justified by results: Let them in- 
troduce a Bil to amend the Merchant Shipping 
Act, and then. if the Liberals oppcse it, the sailors 
wiil be justified in regarding them as enemies. 
It is satisfactory to notice the growth of the 
Usion. It numbers some 70,060 members, and it has 
proved a great boon to our seafaring population, 
both by securing better wages and treatment for 
sailors, and by enforcing their Jegal rights. 
The sailors are one of the few remaining classes 
of the community who are still imprisoned for 
breaking their contract. If the shipowners were 
similarly treated, there would be less c:use of 
complaint. 


~ 


papartareneancne— 


<a 


i 
’ 
; 
| 








8 


SEAFARING. 


October 24, 1891; 








SEAFARING MEN 


SHOULD JOIN WITHOUT DELAY, 
REDUCED ENTRANCE FEE, 


SAILORS AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
~ Great Britain, Ireland & other Nations. 


Telegraphic Address: “ AGITATORS, LONDON.” 
PRESIDENT: 


SAMUEL PLIMSOLL, Esq. 


Among the chief objects of this powerful Union 
are :— 

To obtain reasonable Hours of Duty, and main- 
tain a fair rate of wages; 

To provide for the safety of Skip’s Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall be on 
board at the appointed time, and in a sober con- 
dition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness, Accident, 
and Shipwreck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims and 
defences. 

Full particulars may be had of any of the Secre- 
taries, whose names and addresses are :— 
Aaruus.—A. Nielsen, Agent. Office, 21, Nérregade. 
ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-st., 
sec.; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King-st., 
law agent. Meeting, in office—contributions, 7 

p.m.; business, 8 p.m., Monday. 

AmBLE.—G. H. Guthrie, 1, New Bridge-street. via 
Acklington, rec.; John Mathews, Steamboat 
Ion, Amble Harbour, treasurer. 

AMSTEKDAM—H. Wienwhuizen, Waterloo Plain, 
secretary. 

ARBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—J. McMurray, Jun.,59, Glasgow-street. 

ARKLOW.—P. Bolger, Main-street. 

Ayr.—C. Nielson, 63, 8S. Harb ur-street. 

BAanFPF.—R. Barlow, Fife-street, agent. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.—E. Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
road. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 p.m., at office. 

Barry Docx.—J. Harrison, Kingsland-crescent, 
sec.; J. H. Jones, Esq., solicitor; Dr. Gore, 
medical officer, Barry-rd., Cadoxton; H. J. 
Morris, 7, Station-road, Barry Dock, delegate. 
Meeting, Thursday, 7.30, p.m., at Barry Hotel. 

Bgeirast.—P. Clibbett, 41, Queen-square, sec. ; 8. 
M. Shaw, assistant sec.; Jas. Newell, outside 
delegate. Meeting, Thursday,7.30 p m.,at office. 

BERGEN.—Johannesen, sec , Socialistiak, Arbeider, 
Forening. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m. 

BIRKENHEAD.—D. J. Kenny, 12, Taylor-st., sec.; J. 
Kerr outside delegate; W. A. Tetlow, Esq., 
solicitor. Meeting, every Monday at 7.30. 

BiytTH.—George Cowie, 9, Market-street. Meet- 
ing, Tuesday evening, 7 o’clock, at Mr. 
Thompson’s Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’nEss.—Charles Campbell, Albert-bui.dings, sec 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m. 

Boston.—Mr. Symonds, Castle Tavern Church- 
street, agent. 

BREMERHAVEN.—F. Fintchens, 
Sinit Strasse, secretary. 

BristToL.—T. J. Dancey, 41, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, sec ; Dr. Walker, 115, New Cut, medical 
officer; Captain Langdon, 69, Queen-square 
treasurer; C. Jarman, delegate. Meetings 
Monday, 7.30, at The Ship, Redcliff Hill. 

Bucki#.—John Calder, Baron’s-lane, agent. 

}URGHEAD.—G. F, MacKenzie, merchant. 

BuBNTISLAND.—J. Moodie, 12, Somerville-st., sec.; 
Alexander Mackintosh, Esq., 41, High-st., law 
agent. Meeting, Monday at 7 p.m. 

Carpir¥.—John Gardner, district secretary for 
Bristol Ohannel, Pelican Club, Custom House-st.; 
F. Wilson, Branch secretary; George Denning 
and Edward Holbeck, delegates; Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, medical ‘officer ; 
J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr 
Hunt attends at above Institute daily at noon. 

CopENHAGEN.—C, R. Czarnewsky,11, Havnegade, 
secretary; H. Olsen, outside delegate. Meet- 
ing, Thursday, 7 {pm. All English brothers 
are cordially invited. “<4 

Cor«.—T.H. Clark, 16, Anderson's Quay, sec. Meet- 
ings, Monday and Friday, 5.30p.m, A Blake, 
Esq., Mariborough-sireet, solicitor. 

CHRISTIANIA (Norway). — Olaf Olsen, branch 
secretary, 2, Raahusgaden. Meeting, Wedues- 
day, 8 p.m. 

Dovek.—Albert Martin, 13, Commercial Quay, 
Charlton, sec. Meeting, 13, Commercial Quay 

DaoiHEDA.—R, Nugent, 15, Peter-street, agent. 
Meeting, Friday, 7.30. p.m. 

DuBLiIn.—M. Bolger, 50, Seville-place, sec. Meet- 
ing, Friday, 7.80 p.m. Gerald Byrne, Esq., 29, 
Lower Ormond Quay, solicitor. 
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DUNDALK.—L. Eveers, Quay-street, secretary. 
Meeting, Tuesday and Tharsday. 

DuNDEE.—O. W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, sec. ; Messrs.Cowan & Durbar, 3, Reform- 
st., Dundee. solicitors. Meeting, Monday, 7.30. 

DUNGARVAN.—J. W. Shaw, Bridge-street. 

FLEETWOOD.—J. Davidson, 8. & F. Union, corner 
of Dock and Albert-streets, sec.; F. Addie, 
Esq.. solicitor. Meeting. Wednesday, 7 p m. 

FRASERBURGH.—Alexander Noble, 27, Firthside- 
street, agent. 

GARSTON (Sub-Branch).—W. Wilkinson, agent, 
8, St. Mary’s-road. 

GLAsGow.—Robt. McBride, secretary, 13, James 
Watt-street; R. A. Rennie, Esq, law agent, 
146, Regent-street; Messrs. Hillon,Baird, and 
Hill, outside delegates. Meeting first Tues- 
day every month, Lesser Hall Assembly Rooms, 
McLean-st., 8.S.,and second, third, and fourth 
Monday of every month in Good Templar Hall, 
20, Bishop-street, Anderston. Telephone 3184. 

GLASGow (South Office).—A Thomson, assistant 
secretary, 18, Plantation-street. Office hours, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and till 2 p.m. Saturdays. 

GLoucksTER.—A. E. Evans, 1, Raglan-terrace, 
Sudbrook, secretary. 

GooLk.—W. R. Chappell, 24, Booth Ferry-rd., Goole, 
sec. ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, 
Hull, solicitor. Meetings, Tues. and Fri., 7.30 

GOTHENBURG. — A. Bruce, secretary, No. 31, 
Stigbergsgatan. Meeting, Wednesday, 8 p.m., in 
Bergsgatan 24. 

GRANGEMOUTH.— Edwin Cowie, 6, South Charlotte- 
st., sec. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. tol p.m.) Wm. M. 
Anderson, Esq., Grange-st., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday, 7 p.m. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address, 

Grays.—Wm. Wall 18, Charles-street. Meeting 
every Tuesday 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hotel, 
High-street. Mr James Longman, president. 

GREAT GRIMSBY.—Wm. Bennett, Unity Honse, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Swanbrow, 69, South 
Quay. Meeting at office Monday, 7.30 p.m. 

GREENOCK.—G. McNaught, 16, East India Breast. 

HAMBURG.—H. Gehr, Hafenstrasse 79, secretary ; 
C. Stoemer, outside delegate. 

HaRwIicH.—J. Ayton, secretary, Ship Inn, King’s 
Quay-st. Meeting, Friday, 7 p.m. 

Hvuu..—T. Carr, Unity Hall, and Office, 11, Pos- 
terngate, secretary ; A.Olark, and W. Brown, 
outside delegates ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, solicitor. Meeting nights, Tues- 
day and Friday, at 7.30, in Unity Hall. New 
Office opened in Hotham-st., near the Bridge, 
Alexander Dock, Hedon-rd. Office hours, 12 to 
4. Steam Trawl Engineers’ Branch, 65, West 
Dock-avenue ; J. G. Runnacles, secretary, Meet- 
ing, Monday, 2.30 p.m. 

Kinq@’s Lynn.—C. W. Arnold, St. Ann-st., sec. 
Meeting, Monday, 8 p.m., at Royal Standard, 
Oounty Court-road. 

LEITH.—James Brown, 15, Oommercial-street, 
(opposite Shipping Office), sec.; W. J. Haig 
Scott, Esq., 8.8.0., solicitor; Gilbert Archer, 
Esq., J.P., treasurer. Meetings, Thursday, 7.30 
p-m., in Labour Hall, 77, Shore, Leith. Tele- 
phone 555. 

LERWICK. — 

LIMERICK.—F. Reynolds, agent, 24, Windmill-st. 

LIVERPOOL.—H. R. Taunton, 8, Price-steet, sec.; 
George Garrett and W. H. Noble, outside dele- 
gates; W. Atcherley Tetlow, Esq., 8, West- 
minster-chambers, solicitor, Meeting, Monday, 
7.30 p.m. at 8, Price-st. Telephone 2296. 
Auditor,W Dickson, Esq., A.C.A., 25. Victoria- 
street ; medical officer, A. Stookes, Esq., M.B., 
1, St. George’s-square, 

LIVERPOOL.—T. Connorty, 133, Derby-rd., Bootle, 
sec.; W. A. Tetlow, Esq. solicitor. Tele- 
phone 2674. 

LIVERPOOL.—John William McGovern, sec., 12, 
Boundary-st., North End, close to Shipping 
Office. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30 p m. 

LIVERPOOL(Collecting Branch).—R. Price, 35, Mills- 
st., agent. Members may here enrol for, or pay 
contributions for the Liverpoc ]1Breanch. 

Lonpon (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch).— 
J. Garvie, 2, Chichester Villas; Lower-road, 
Deptford, secretary. Meetings, Monday 
and Thursday, 7.30 p.m., at Chicester Tavern. 

Lonpon (Tidal Basin).—F. Fowler, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tida] Basin, E., sec. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. Dr. Moir, 168, Victoria Dock- 
road, medical officer. Telephone No. 5214. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—J. Donovan, secretary, 17, 
King-st. (over Lockhart’s Cocoa Rooms). Meet- 
ing, Thursday, 8 pm. Telephone, 11,)67, 
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Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch).—A. Mercer, 5, 
Jeremiah-street, Kast India-road, E., secretary ; 
A Palmer and P Power, delegates; agent at 
Millwall, Chas. Wheeler; Dr. Hope, medica} 
officer. Meeting, Tuesday, 8 p.m., School. 
room, Plimsoll-street, Poplar. Telephone 6212, 

Lonpon (Tug-Boat Branch).—G. Donaldson, 10, 
Cold Harbour, Blackwall, secretary. 

LOWESTOFT.—J, Linder, assistant sec.,4,St.George’s. 
terrace, Lorne Park-road, South Lowestoft 

LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, secretary, Union Office, 
99, Foyle-st. Meeting, Wednesday, 7.30. p.m. 

MAuMo.—Axel Danielson, Norregation No. 3b. 

Maryport.—F, F. Gant, Elliott yard, Senhouse. 
street, secretary. Meeting Monday, 7 p.m. 

METHIL.—Wnm. Walker, Commercial-street. 

MIDDLESBRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, Market-place, sec.; Dr. Ellerton, 38, Gos- 
ford-st., medical officer; J. J. Bentham, Esq., 
68, John-st., Sunderland, solicitor; W. Gilchrist, 
3, Hopper’s-yard, Commercial-st, delegate. 
Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at Market Hotel; 
committee, Thursday. at 7 p.m. Telephone,5127, 

Montrose. — John Wood, 17, Ferry-street, 
Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 

Narrn.—A. M. Bochel, 14, Society-street. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-1YNE.—T Dunn, 5, Broad Chare, 
Quay-side; H. W. Newton, Esq., 2, Elliason 
place, medical officer; R. Jacks, Esq., King- 
street, South Shields, solicitor; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, in office, 7 p.m. 

NEWPORT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-st., sec.; 
Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-st., medical officer; Digby 
Powell, Esq., Dock-st., solicitor; Mr. G. Camp- 
bell, outside delegate. Meeting, Thursday, 7.3¢ 
p.m., Trades men’s Hall, Hill-st. 

Newry.—James J. Conaghy, agent, @, Edward- 
street. Meeting, Wednesday, 2 p.m., at 
N. U. of D. L. Hall, 45, Castle-street. 

PENARTH.—G. Tucker, 3?. Dock-road. 

PETERHEAD.—Edward Buchan, 11, Port Henry- 
road, sec. Subscriptions every evening 6 to 
9 pm. Monthly meeting, U. P. Hall, first 
Thursday of the month. 

PtymMouTH.—F, Atderson, Trades Union Hall, 
Notte-st.,sec. F. Cecil Lane, Esq., 1, George- 
st., Plymouth, solicitor. Meeting, Tuesday, 7 
p-m., at office. 

PorT GLascow.—G. McNaught, 16, East India 
Breast, sec 

PorTsoy.—J. Barlow, c/o Mr. Bannyman, School, 
Hendry-street, agent. 

PORTSMOUTH.—Jobhn Farquharson, secretary, 33, 
Amelia-street, Landport. 

ROTTERDAM.—Geo Dale, secretary, 2,Wester Kade, 
near Sailors’ Home and Shipping Office, W. 
Sprow, onganising secretary. 

S#aHamM HARBOUR.-—Richard Kaine, Duke of Wel- 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. 

SHARPNESS.—See Gloucester. 

SHIELDs (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s Union 
Hall, Coronation-st., sec; J. Logan, assistant 
sec. ; Dr. Robson, medical officer, 1, Regent-st.; 
R. Jacks, Esq., 72, King-st., solcitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at7 p.m. Sub-Branch— 
J. Longin, river secretary ; E. Blandford, night 
watchman at waiting rooms, Redhead’s-build- 
ings, Corstorphine Town, near Tyne Docks 
entrance, Office hours, 9 till 4. 

SHIELDS (North).—Wm. Brown, 8, New Quay, 
secretary ; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks, 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 p.m. 

SouTHaMPTON.—T. Chivers, Old Skating Rink, Bell- 
st.,secretary; Lieut. Tankerville Chamberlayne, 
R.N.R., Weston-grove, president. Meeting, 
Tuesday evening, 8 p.m. 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES.—E, Page, sec, Meetings, Mon- 
day and Friday, at 7.30 p.m., in the Palatine 
Hotel, 

StokNoway.—J. Macaskill, secretary, 11, Point- 
street. Meeting first Tuesday in the month, 
in the office, at 8 p.m. 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, sec., Prospect-row, 
near Shipping Office. J. Henderson, outside 
delegate. Meeting, Monday, 7 p.m. Dr. 
Wood, 32, Frederick-street, and . Burns, 
Holy-terrace, medical officers; J.J. Bentham, 
Esq., 68, John-street, solicitor. Telephone, 443. 

SwaANnsEA.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st. 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street. 
Palmer’s Buildings. 

WATERFORD.—J. Suilivan, 82, Quay. 

Wrst HarRTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildinge. 
Meeting, Friday, at 7 p.m., at office, 

WeExrorp.—P. O. Dwyer, Main-street. 

WIck and THursO.—Henry Lyall, Saltown-street. 

WICKLOw.—Thomas Gregory, Main-street. 

WHITBY.—Paul Stamp, agent, Fleece Inn. 

WHITSTABLE.—J. Wildgoose, Harbour-street, secre- 
tary; J. Tookey, Faversham, agent. 


WHITEHAVEN. 
\aeineanny } F. F. Gant, Maryport, 


YougHAL.—J, Collins, Browxe-street. 
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ROYAL 
NAVAL EXHIBITION, 


CHELSEA, S.W. 


Parron—HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN. 
Open from 11 a.m. till 11 pm. 





ROYAL NAVAL EXHIBITION.—Close to Gros- 
venor-road Station on the L. B & S.C. and L. C. & 
D. lines. Within a few minutes of Sloane Square 
Station, from which omnibuses run direct. 

Special Road-Car Service from the doors every 
6 minutes to and from Liverpool Street via Victoria 
Station, Westminster, Charing Cross, Strand, Lud- 
gate Hill, Bank, Broad Street. Fares to or from 
Naval Exhibition and Victoria Station 1d. Naval 
Exhibition and Chancery Lane 2d. Naval Ex- 
hibition and Liverpool Street 3d. 

Unrivalled Attractions, and the following are 
some of the principal features :— 

Arctic Relics, Arts Gallery containing one of the 
finest collections ever got together—Historical 
Collections of Models of Ships of War and Mercan- 
tile Marine—Full-size Models of H.M 8. Victory 
and Eddystone Lighthouse, on which will be burn- 
ing the most powerful light in the world—Monster 
Ordnance (guns of 57-tons and 110-tons) —- Machine 
Gun Firing —Torpedoes—Exhibition of Diving, &c., 
—Lake, 250 ft. long by 150 ft. wide, on which 
Mimic Combats between Motels of two modern 
Bat*le Ships will take place, and illustrations of 
Submarine Mining, &c., will be given—Nautical 
displays in the arena—Performances by the Sons 
of Neptune Opera Company—Aquatic Fireworks— 
Balloon Ascents—Monster Iceberg, containing 
tealistic Arctic Scenery, and Panorama of Trafalgar 
—Grounds Magnificently illuminated (thousands 
of coloured lights) Decoratic Lighting by James 
Pain & Sons. 

Hon. Sec. Capt. A. Jephson, R.N. 


MASTERS & Co. 


THE 


CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
REWFORT CLOTHIERS. 


Seafaring men will do well to buy their clothing at 

Masters & Co., who believe in fair dealing, one fixed 

price, and no abatement; also, being the largest 

uyers of Clothing in the Principality, can sell 
cheaper than smaller buyers. 


MASTERS & COQ,, 


29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF. 


MASTERS & CO., 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA, 


MASTERS & CQ,, 


89 & 40, HIGH STREET. NEWPORT. 
THE BEST HOUSE FOR 


BAILORS’ & FIREMEN'S BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE'’S, 
11& 23, VICTORIA DOCK RD,, E. 


ESTABLISHED 1867. 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
NOTICES. 


GLASGOW BRANCH. 


Members will please note that the general weekly 
meeting will in future be held first Tuesday of 
every month in Lesser Hall Assembly kooms, 
McLean-street (entrance by 81, Craigiehall-street, 
§S.), and the second, third, and fourth Monday of 
every month in Good Tempiar Hall, 20, Bishop-st., 
Anderston. Visiting members cordially invited.— 
Rost. McBRIDE, Secretary. 


PENARTH BRANCH. 


All communications to be addressed “George 
Tucker, 32, Dock-road, Penarth,” who has been 
appointed secretary of this Branch. 




















(For continuation of Notices see page 15). 
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OVERWORK. 


The fact that a paper like the Daily 
Telegraph has opened its columns to a long 
correspondence on the eight hours move- 
ment is in itself evidence that the subject is 
to the front. To this discussion Dr. Moir, 
one of the trustees of the Sailors’ and Fire- 
men’s Union, and medical officer to one of 
its largest Branches, contributes a letter, in 
which he says :— 

After a medical practice extendisg over the last 
twenty-six years, chiefly among the artisan and 
labouring community, I have been compelled to 
come to the conclusion that it would be immensely 
more profitable to employers that those they 
employ should not work habitually more hours 
than suffice to get the fullest amount of healthy 
muscular force consistent with a return after due 
rest to the full development of renewed muscular 
force, stored up for aso her day’s use, like the 
village blacksmith, and so on from day to day for 
six days in the week, with a half-holiday on 
Saturday, and a Sabbath day of rest. 

Citing scientific experiments as to the 
utmost that can be got out of a man’s 
strength, Dr. Moir adds :— 

It follows that if an eight-hours days is not too 
long, it is certainly the utmost limit at which the 
healthy average man can maintain his strengthand 
do his wo k remuneratively to himself, his em- 
ployer, and the community. Furtherwore, the 
work, to be properly and efficiently performed, 
must be done with prcper iatervals for food (the 
workman’s fue!), and without the sudden over- 
exertion so often dangerously expended, with con- 
sequent heart and mu cle Strain, leading up to 
inefficiency and ultimate incapacity, disease, and 
death. The work, then, ought to be regular, 
and equably distributed through the hours of 
labour, and not too long continued, or the mu-cles 
will become permanently r‘gid instead of regainiog 
their elasticity, and so their capacity for work will 
be not only temporarily but permanently impaired, 
and that many years before they ought to be so. I 
will only furiher trespass on your space to point 
out that the greater number of acci?ents in 
laborious occupations —railway work, for example— 
take place, not in the early hours of work, but 
in the last two or th:ee hours, when the wearied 
labourer, with mind and body overstrained, and 
suffering from a certain, though it may well be 
imperceptible, paralysis of judgment, makes a mis- 
take, fo'lowed often by tercibly di-astrous conse- 
quences. 

When these disastrous consequences 
ensue, there is an outcry by the newspapers 
against overwork, and people talk of 
hanging a director or two. But such is 
capitalistic influence that the press is soon 
silenced on the subject of overwork on 
railways till the next “ accident” occurs, 
while as to over-work aboard ship and its 
disastrous consequences, the newspapers 
have nothing at all tosay. Yet, as every 
seaman is aware, it is by no means un- 
common for a vessel t» be so undermanned 
that the look-out is called from his post— 
and even the officer of the watch from his — 
to assist in working the vessel. It is also 
quite a usual occurrence for a master or 
officer to have to take charge of the deck 
when literally worn out with fatigue, and, 
for the time being, physically unfit for duty. 

Talk about railway men’s 18 hours on 
duty! Why, the master of a ship making 
port is sometimes 36 hours on duty at a 
stretch, and the shipowners are actually 
trying at present to get Parliament to 
deprive these already overworked men— 
who have so much responsibility in the 
shape of life and property—of the assistance 
of pilots, and some of the very people who 





purchase votes by promising to reduce the 
working hours—of voters—are the very 
people who support shipowners in this 
audacious exhibition of insatiable greed. 

That many vessels and lives have been and 
are being lost because of the masters; 
mates, or men being overworked, is well 
known to seamen. Half-starved men, worn 
out by excessive toil or want of rest, are 
sent from some other duty to the look-out, 
and that, too, in narrow channels crowded 
with shipping, where the keenest vigilance is 
required. A collision follows. There is 
the usual farce, called an Inquiry, and 
somebody or other is made a scapegoat of, 
but in the vast majority of cases the whole 
truth is not allowed to come out, otherwise 
it would be easy to prove from the evidence 
at these inquiries what every seafaring man 
knows to be the truth, that a large pro 
portion of losses and casualties at sea is 
attributable to overwork. 


A DISTINGUISHED 
WITNESS. 


If, as we have frequently urged, the mer- 
chant shipping of the country received 
anything like the attention commensurate 
with its importance, a special department of 
State would be devoted to it, just as the 
army and navy each have, and at its head a 
Minister with a seat in the Cabinet. As 
matters stand, the merchant shipping, the 
greatest and most important of the indus- 
tries of a maritime country—and that 
country, too, largely dependent on over- 
sea food supplies—is relegated to a section 
of the Board of Trade, a department 
already over-burdened with the most 
bewildering and almost inconsistent 
variety and multiplicity of functions. Dr. 
Johnson solemnly observed of adog standing 
on its hind legs that the wonder was not 
that it did not do it well, but that it did 
itat all. The same apology might be 
offered for the Board of Trade. Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach, its courteous President, is a 
Cabinet Minister, and as such, is usually 
fully reported and noticed when he speaks. 
The most trivial remark he might drop as to 
the latest craze, scandal, row, or party 
trick, would be flashed all over the land, 
and commented upon in leader after leader. 
But when he comes to refer to his labours 
a3 President of the Board of Trade, so far as 
they relate to merchant shipping, a very 
short report of that part of his address, and 
no articles upon it at all, show how press 
and public appreciate the importance 
“of that part of his duties. At Stockton-on- 
Tees last week Sir Michiel Hicks-Beach 
said :— 

That most important subject of the safety of life 
at sea, and the supervision of our shipping so as to 
secure the safety of thore who are engaged in the 
industry, has been constantly before me. (Cheers). 
M:ra;urcs have been p:ssed with my assistance—I 
hope sometimes promoted by myself—through the 
House of Commons, which have dealt with this 
subject. (Chee.s.) Now,I am very glad to be 
able to call public attention here to this, I think, 
not uvimportant fact—that the last published 
returns of wrecks and loss of life at sea showa 
better record than for any of the preceding thirteen 
years. We are advanciog, gentlemen; we are 
advencing in the right direction in this matter. 

Here, on the authority of a Cabinet 
Minister opposed in politics to Mr. Plim- 
soll, we have an estimate of the value of the 
work which the Seamen’s Union has pressed 
forward. As Sir Michael went on to say:— 

Still there remains something to be done, and I 
hope that the provisions of two Acts of Parliament 
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which have been recently passed—-the Load-Line 


Act and the Life-Saving Appliances Act—wi!l have | 


some influence in that direction. (Hear, hear.) 


Let me say to you a few words about the first of | 


the two. It was a Bill not promoted by myeclf, 
bat one which I endeavoured to settle in its pas- 
sage through Pa’l ament, as it s“emed to me fair to 
both side:. I achieved th’s. I obtained the co- 
operation of shipowners and shipbuilders, through 
their Associations, in settling which should be the 
load-line to which ships should be loaded. I think 
that the working of that Act will prove, when it 
has fa rly come into operation, that there will be 
less overlcading than there may have been in the 
past. 

In trying to stop legislation against over- 
loading, it has been a favourite plea of the 
shipowners that such legislation did not 
touch foreigners, who, consequently, got an 
advantage. It is important, therefore, to 
note that Sir Michael Hicks-Beach added: - 


I have felt it my duty t» give instruct ons to my 
officers at the diff rent ports of the country, th t 1f 
they see a foreign ship overloaied, or imprope:ly 
leaded, they are to detain and pun'sh that rhip. 


As the shipowners have not received 
another piece of legislation with much en- 
thusiasm, it is expedient to note the Presi- 
dent of the Board of Trade's account of the 
matter :— 


I have referred to the Life-Saving App'iancrs 
Act. That wes an Act passed at my in-tance to 
secure that passenger steamers should car y sufli- 
ci: ntbapp!isnces for s:ving the lives of the pas- 
sengers and crew on board. That Act has co:e 
into force. It 1efers, I thick, more to passenger 
steamers, and especially to short s‘a pissenger 
steamers, than to those which probably ply un and 
down the Tees, but I believe that its working wil 
be a very great advantage to these who go duwa to 
the sea ia ships, aud in putting that Act int» op: r- 
ation—in the very Act itself—I adopted the plan 
which it appeared to-me was the only plen for 
dealing with the matter. I persuaded Parliament 
to appoint a committee of shipowners, of ship- 
builde:s, of underwriters, of sailors, of +kippers— 
men acqua nted with every phase of the subject — 
who should recommend rules that should be anopted 
withiregard to it. ‘hose rules were lsid before 
Pa:liament.. They were adopted by me verbatim 
as they were rcommended by this exp:rienced 
tiibun»l, They were accepted by Parliament, and 
are now ths law of the lend. In no other way, I 


venture to say, can interference with a great in- | 


durtry be wi-ely cr succes-fully c»:ried out, but if 
that be done with the best opition of th se who 
have the public interests at heart, and are qualitied 
by the'r knowledge and expe ience to express en 
opixzion upon the subject, then I think a good deal 
m+y be fone for the safety of life and property at 
s.a. (Cheers.) 

That a good deal remains to be done, Sir 
Michael Hicks-Beach admitted at the outset 
of his speech, our extracts from which are 
valuable as showing that the President of 
the Board of T:ade recognises the need of 
the-work of the Seamen's Union and Mr. 
Plimsoll. 





NAUTICAL NEWS 


Mr. HERBERT GLADSTONE, M.P., has p-omised to 
speak at Deptford during the first week in Decem- 
ber in support of the candicature of Mr. J. H. 
Wilson. 


Ir is stated Captain Prook, of the Arizoxa, ho'ds 
the position cf ‘ Commodore of the Atiantic,” by 
which we supp?se is meant th.t he is t.e coldest 
captain crossing. 

Part of ths Britixh Mediterranean squadror, 
consi-ting of the tion: lads Trafalgar, Cullingwood, 
Dreadnought, end Colossus, the cruiser Avstralia, 
the gunbcat Landrail, has ariived at Canres. 


LiveRPooL pilot-boat No. 3 on Saturday 
launched a puut, manned by two apprentices and 
the cook, ani sueceeded ia saving a man who hal 
fallen overboard from the steamer Andalusian. 


JUDGMENT has been delivered at Glasgow, by 
Sheriff Birnie, in the case of the stranding of the 
barque Marbelly, The master of the ve:sel was 
found in default, and his certificate wes suspended 
for six months. 





Some Chilian sailors and seamen from the 
American warship Baltimore got to loggerheads at 
Vi loarai-o on Friday, and four Americans were 
killed and vcry many on both sides seriously 
wounded, 

WITH reference tothe ruroir that the steam«cr 
Durham City was lost off Newfoundland, it is an- 
nounced that the cspt:in wrote the owner, Mr 
Furness, M.P., from Beston, on Ovt. 7, that 
the vessel was in excellent trim. 

AT the Hull Police Court on Oct. 20, Isaac 
Jackson, captain of the schooner Gotland, was 
charged with concealing 3 lb. 13 cz. of cavendish 
totasco, and 3 lb. of other manufac:urei to>acco 
on board his vesse]. A tire fur the sing’e value 
ani duty, £2 0s 10d., and costs, was imposed. 

Tne Admialty have appointed Mr. A. M. W. 
Downing, MA., late scholar of Trinity Colle re, 
Dublin, honorary secretary of the Royal Astro- 
nomial Sv ciety, to be superintendent of the 
“ Nautical Alma*ack,” io succession to Dr. J. Rh. 
Hind, whose period of service is about to exp're. 
Mr. Down'ng has bee. for many yeurs a memter 
of the staff of the Royal Obse:vatory, Greenwich. 

A STEWARD’S WaAGHs.—At the Thames Police 
Oourt on Oct 20, Captain Fred Dundas, of the ship 
Broomhall, appesred to answer a summons for 
refusing to pay George Joel, stewaid, the b.lance 
of wares alleged to be dune. The sum claimed was 
£33 19s. 3d. Complainant said he signed a:ticls 
on Jan. 15 es steward, On Feb. 3 the captaia com- 
plained of his being dirty, and before getting to 
Auckland he said witness was quite unfit for his 
post. Hedid not rememb:r, just before they got 
to Auckland, puttiog the meat amonzst a lot cf 
stinking scraps which hid been accumulating since 
the ship left London, There was always a ttench 
in the pantry, and it couli not be done away with. 
He dd not al'ow the bread to get mouldy, and it 
Gid not lie amongst dirty stinking dishes. Mr. Mead 
a:ked where it was that the complsisavt was ip- 
competent. Mr. Young s:id th» articles stat.d 
that if the seward was incompetest to p:-rform 
h‘s duties his wages cou'd be reduced in prepor- 
tion. Mr. Mead was of opinion that anyone could 
b: competent to keep the place clean. Not doing 


so was neglect. In answer to Mr. Waters, com- | 


plainant said his conduct had always been rm turned 
as “very good” during the nine years he had acted 
in that capacity. He did not give the captain any 
provecation, and behaved himself properly. The 
captain confined him in his cabin for 38 diys on 
salt meat, and without any Jime-juice. At Auck- 
land the captain took no legal proceedings against 
him. From first to last the captain had treated 
him like a doz. Captain Ducd:s went into the box 
and stid he lived in a state of filth all the time 
the complainant was in the ship, and was con- 
tinualiy insulted by the steward, who used to howl 
at him. Hi- reason for confising comp ainant was 
on account of his mutinous corduct. He did not 
know that Joel went without the lime-juice. Mr. 
Mead made an order for the full amount claimed 
and 23s. costs. 


“SEAFARING.” 


A proposal w.s made at the annual 
meeting of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Uni», on Oct. 10, by Grays Branch, 
that the Union purchase Sxsranre, enlarge 
and improve it, and retain the present 
editor, who, being called on to speak, 
did not object to this, and being invited 
to saggest another plan, pointed out 
what had been done in other organisa- 
tions wh re all the members subscribed 
to their paper. Assuming the finan- 
cial members of the Union to be 
50,000 or 60,000, if each seagoing member 
psid as part of his contributions one 
farthing per week, and each shore member 
one halfpenny per week, for the paper, 
the money to be collected by the Union and 
paid to him, he could enlarge and improve 
the paper, and each member in benefit, 
on producing his contribution card, could 
at any Branch of the Union get a free copy 
of the current issue of the paper without 
further charge. It was unazimously 
agreed that the editor’s offer Le ac- 
cepted, and the plan put in operation at 
once, Mr. Cowie receiving a vote of thanks 
for his speech. The resolution to buy out 
Mr. Cowie from the proprietorship of Sza- 
FARING was not further discussed. 








WHO'S TO BLAME? 


On Saturcay judgment was de'ivered ia the case 
of the ship Zren Cross, which stranded in the Gulf 
of Bothna on Sept. 6. The Court could not 
believe that proper measures were taken to verify 
the po ition of the vessel; ann found that a 
safe and propcr course was not set and steered; 
that the master was not on deck when requiied ; 
that he was not under the influence of drink ; that 
the Jock-out which the master shou'd have kept 
wes nezlect.d; that the mast r was in default for 
the reasons given above; tut the Court does not 
coasiter the first officer to have be n in any Cefault, 
The Court suspen?ed the certifcate of the ma ter 
for six m«nths. 

The Board of Trade inquiry into the fatal boiler 
explosion which took place on Aug. 5 at Nare H sd, 
near Porthallow, on board the wrecked four-masted 
thip Bay of Panama, has been concluded at Fal- 
mouth. The Court found the explosion cue to 
over-pressure, caused by theattendants being urable 
to asceriain the correct pressure owing tv the ia- 
accuracy of the gauge; al o that the safety valve 
hai been rendered inoperative through having been 
tamperd with, but by whon there was no evidence 
toshow. Great recklessness had been di-pliyed 
in the management of the boiler by Mr. Rusder, 
and they mu-t therefore find him to vlame tor the 
explos‘on. Shey «l-o found Mr. Anderson to blame. 
Mr. Rus jen was relieved of the payment of costs, 
but Mr. Anderson was ordered to pay £70 towa'ds 
the Board cf Tra:je expenses. 

The marine board of Bremerhaven has held an 
inquiry into the st:anding of the Brit'sh three- 
musted schooner Heather Bell off the coast of 
North Germany on April 17 last. Five men of the 
c ew lost their lives, and only the master and 
steward were saved. The judgment was that the 
sir nding was owing to the cap:ain (who had ro 
certiticate) having mistaken a wreck light-h'p forthe 
Wesser Outer Lightship; that the master was wrong 
in not having more atieatively s.udied the coast- 
line aud the land and sea morks when he alter d 
his course. The abandonment of the vessel was 
justitiable, ana» the efforts made at the hfevoat 
stations to rescue the shipwrecked crew were mos° 
praiseworthy. 

Av Beifast, the irquiry orderel by the Board of 
Trade into the circum>tances attendtog the strand- 
ing aud consequent loss of the steamship C vichester, 
in the Straits of Magellan on Aug. {) last, has been 
concluded. The Court found that ths ve-sel was 
not supplied with a sufficiently large scale chart 
for the purpose of safely navigating the Straits of 
Mage!lan; that a goo], sufficient, ani proper look- 
out was not kept; that the stranciag of the ship 
was due to the fect of the course set not hiving 
been made good, and sufficient measures not having 
been taken to verify her position after 1.30 p.m. on 
Aug. 9, 1891, and found the master (Robert Crosbie) 
and the ch ef officer (Patrick_Robb) in default, and 
susperd+d the certificate of the master for the 
period of sx calendar months, and the certific we 
of the chief officer for the p.riod of three calerdar 
months, 


FEDERATION SONG, 


Writtea by FRANCIS BLArR, Calton, Glasgow, 
Member of the Glasgow Bratch, 


We've to k the inflammation thinking on the Fed- 
eration, 
It’s an awfu’ situation when a fellah has nae tin; 
The Lord I+ay preserve us, hear oor prayer, and 
serve us, 
For raething yet will nerve us ever to gi'e in. 
There’s navvies, drouths and bakers, and umbrella 
fakers, 
Cripples acd shoemakers, that’s the kind o’ men, 
You would scarce believe your blinkers they’re try- 
ing tae mak’ clinke's 
Oot o’ swe°p3 and tinkers wi’ the Feteration den 
They're coming Coon, on larrys frae the coal-zi'ts 
and the quarries, 
The Tom:, the Jectes, and Harrys, discascd ard 
short o’ breath. 
Hip-screwe d, and chicken-breested, for weeks they 
hivna’ feasied, 
We will hae them a’ arreested for the sexton in 
Da'beth; 
Deili mens a fine collection, the graveyaird’s want 
protection, 
The Federation sexton’s shipping deid men in 
their shrouds, 
A disgrace to ceevilization, when we dce we'll hae 
cremation. 
Since they started Federation there’s nae figures 
in M‘Leod’s. 


at nate hates a tani 
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SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S 
UNION, 





(From Special Correspondents.) 


LONDON DISTRICT, 


Tidal Basin Branch bad their Neptunian car out 
at the Park last Sunday. The family looked well 
in their costumes. 

The officials of the Loudon Branches of the 
Seamen’s Union are anxious to carry off first 
honours by colcting top figures’ towards the 
Plims®)1 testimonial fund. 

The new arrangemen's for each member of the 
Seamen's Union getiing his copy of SharaRING 
weekly have given compl te fatisfaction. Mem- 
bers can obtain their pipers at the London Branch 
offices as early as Friday afternoon. 

The stamp of the Fe‘eratid Trades bas been 
jssued. The London Branches are now stamping 
the cards of their financial members, By their 
cards shall all good Unionists be known. 

The Federaticn of Trades has already borne good 
fruit. ‘he income from entrance fees and contri- 
butions of the four London Branches of the 
Seamen’s Union for,Jast week exceeded any previous 
rec: rd, about 120 members paid up over one year's 
arrears of contributions. 

The Amalgamated Scciety of Watermen and 
Li, htermen have the good forture to be able to 
manage their affairs without the aid of the fore- 
men lightermen. There masters’ men have a 
Society of their own, and correspondence with the 
Shipping Gazette; they \ikewise kuow of no 
labour paper that will insert their petty spite 
against bond fide labour. * 

Mr. Stephen Sims, general secretery of the 
Amalgamated Stevedores, writes to the Shipping 
Gazette, of Oct. 14, wishing to contradict the 
report that he was present at a meeting of. the 
Fxecutive of the Federated Trades and Labour 
Unions. Is not the co'umns of our labour papers 
open to Mr. Sims, where his denial would have 
been read by his fellow men, without filling the 
mouths of City merchants? 

The Lordon Di:trict Committee of Federated 
Trades avd Labour Unions met at Poplar last 
Wednesday evening. All the riverside traces were 
fully represented, and delegates from the Tical 
Basin, Green’s Home, Tower Hil', and Deptford 
Branches of the Seamen's Union were present. The 
question was dealing with back slidit g members who 
had joined the various Unions; taken the increased 
wages recovered for them by the Unions, and now 
had not the manly principle to- support their 
Unioos. It is understood a raid will be made by 
the joint trades upon those seamen who have re- 
ceived a large ri-e in wages through the efforts of 
the Seameu’s Union, and now sneak away to sea 
without payicg up their contributions, 

The stevedores have expressed by a vote a want 
of sympathy with their fellow-workers (the 
dockers) now on strike at Wapping, Every 
othr riverside Union have pledged themselves 
to stand by the dockers in their present trouble; 
but without the united action of all, British 
workmen must remain s'aves es long as 
this brotherly luve continueth between one class 
towards their less fo1tunate brethren. Society men 
tell us “ we don't want to compromise our position, 
we are loved by our masters, we are satisfied 
with our working conditions, and why shou!d 
we interfere?” Yet these men make a boast of 
being Trade Univunists of 20 years’ standing. 
Had the same Society acted as Trade 
Unionists, there would be no Shipowners’ Federation 
to,day. Labour sermons will be delivered next 
Sunday from the very appropriate text: “Ob, had 
they been wise, had they considered this, had they 
con-idered their Jater end |” 

The demonstration of the Federated Trades and 
Labour Unions to Victoria Park last Sunday, was 
the largest gatheriog of workmen that has ever 
assembled within those gates. 120 Branches were 
represented with their banners, and upwards of 
25,000 Unionists were gathered round the four 
platforms. Mr. J. H. Wilson spoke on behalf of 
the seamen, and votes of sympathy and support to 
the dockers now on strike at Wapping were carried 
at each platform. Mr. Clem Edwards, general 
secretary of the Labour Federation, must be con- 
gratulated on the success of this meeting. The 
band of the Tidal Basin Branch and the banners 
of the four London Branches aud a good force of 
seamen were present. The new banner of the 
Tower Hill Bianch was much admired ; it was 
headed by Wilsou’s Car iff piper, 

The usual weekly meeting of the Green’s Home 
Branch was held at the Plimsell Hall, Poplar, on 








Tuecday, October 2', Mr.'J. Taylor in the chair, 
On account of the inclemext weather the attend- 
ance was. small, only about eighty members being 
present. Coriespondence’.was read from the 
Fedcrated Trades’ head cflice, and Mrs. Delaney. 
It was decided that 4 new banner be obtained for 
the use of the Bianch. The weekly financial 
accouct and quarterly balance-sheet were both 
accepted, sstisfaction being expres-ed at the pro- 
gress of affairs.. The meeting was afterwards 
addressed by Messrs. Berry, Jackson, Hickey, Hill, 
McGuiness, and Hurley. 

At the usual weekly meeting. of the Tower Hili 
Branch at 465, Commercial-road, E., Bro. Marsdea 
in the chair, the secretary repocte1 five new mem- 
bers joined during the’ week. Minvtes, financial 
statement, and ccrcespondesce from the different 
Branches having been put to the meeting, were 
duly accepted as satisfactory. An invitation from 
the Dock, Wharf and Riverside General Labourers’ 
Union, asking us to” attend their meeting on 
Sunday, Oct. 18, in Victoria Park, with banner and 
regal'a, was accep'ed. The delegates atiending 
the annual general congress repo t was next heard, 
which was deemed by all. memters satisfactory. 
The greatest confidence was expressed in the 
Executive Council, and a vote of thanks accorded 
them through our organ, SEAFARING. Two mem- 
bers frm the. Hu'l Branch next addressed the 
meeting at great length on the interests of the 
Union, advising the members to stick to our 
motto, Pull together as Brothers. This met with 
great applause from all members, after which a 
hearty vote of thanks. was accorded them. This 
concluded a very pleasant business meeting. 

At the Tidal Basin Branch meeting, held 
Friday, October 16, aftec the new members 
were admitted and minutes ard financi:! statement 
adop'ed, Mr. Fo Jer spoke with reference to the 
death of our late Bro. Heatley, lste secret sy of the 
Blyth Branch. It was then moved by bro. W. 
Ward, and seconded by Bro. J. Turner, “* That we, 
the members of the Tidal Basia Branch, desire.to 
express our utmost sympathy and condolence with 
the widow and children of our late Bro. Heatley.” 
Needless to say it was carrie1 unanimously. Bro. 
Bulger moved, and Bro. Messir seco: ded, “ That 
we, the members of this Branch, heartily endorse 
the action of the Congress re the Plimso'l testi- 
monial fund.” Carried. It was then reso'ved to 
suspend standing orders to hear the delegates’ 
repo:t who attended the Congress, and also to hear 
resolutions that were p:ssed at the same. Bro. 
Ward and B:o. Asbury then gave in their report, 
after which Bro. Harris moved, and Fro. Jones 
seconded, that we pass a hearty vote of thanks to 
them; carried. Proposed by Bro. Ward, seconded 
by Bro. Bulger, that.we attend on Sunday next the 
demonstration at Victoria Park re the strike at 
Carron and Hermitage Wharf, with band, banncr, 
regalia aud Neptune trolly; carried. 


MERSEY DISTRICT. 


At the weekly meeting of the Liverpool No. 1 
Branch, Mr. Cavdler in the chair. Mr. Obl in the 
vice-chair, minutes were passed, and correspondence 
was read without eliciting any discussion, after 
which the bkalance-sheet ending 17th inst. and 
financial statament were adopted. The secretary 
then pointed out that the standing Branch ex- 
penditure was excessive, and, in. certuin directions, 
unnecessary, and recommended a reduction in the 
etaff; notwithstanding which, Mr. P. Bernard 
moved a reso ution to the effect that no reduction 
of expenditure be made until the end of the year; 
this was secon“ed by Mr. T. Tittly,and there being 
no amendment, the resolution was carried. The 
Plimso 1] testimonial and the new arrangeme: t es to 
SEAFARING were discussed, and favourably con- 
sidered, after which the delegates’ reports were 
read. Some members of the s.s. Whimbrel made 
complaints about money being stopped from them, 
but it was decided to leave the matter in their 
hands for the present. The mceting then ad- 
journed. 

There was a large meeting at the Bootle Branch 
on Tuesday evening last, the 20:h inst., a good 
many of the labour leaders of the district being 
present, Mr. O'Hare Branch president, in the chair. 
The standing orders were adjourned for the purpose 
of allowing Mr. Nicholson to, address the meeting 
on the 2s. 6d. levy, as there had been misconstruc- 
tion put on it by the enemies of the Union, but 
when he explained that the levy was for the pur- 
pese of pushing Bi-ls in Parlisment, which w-s for 


the direct benefit, of all seafaring men, and so as 


to put Mr. Plimsoll to no personal loss, the meeting 
decided that it was only right and proper, and they 
would willingly pay it. For the information of all 
Bootle members the levy can be paid in instalments 
or in full. The usual routine was then gone through, 
acd afterwards the quarterly financial state- 
ment was then through and passed. Mr. 





Anderson:» (trustee) then. said a few. words 
on the satisfactory position of our finance; 
and congratula'ed; the members. Mr. Anderson 
was. heartily cheered on resuming his stat. The 
question of paying the chartered accountant’s. bill 
then came forward, and after Mr. Taunton (Liver- 
pool Branch secretary) had said a few words on the 
subject, it was passed that the bill be paid. The 
case of a member who missed his p’ssege in t'e 
s,s. Ousel, was brought before the meeting, and it 
was decided to speak to him about it when he 
returns from sea. The delegates who were the 
representatives of this Branch at the annu } 
general meeting then gave <heit reports, which was 
accepted, and afterwards a hearty vote of tha: ks 
wes passed, which Messrs. Edwards end Lynas 
eloquently acknowledged. Mr. Pritchard movd 
that the Boot'e Branch express their sympathy 
with Mr. end Ms. Plimso!l in their present 
trouble, hoping. that a wise Providence will 
watch over the Sailors’ and Firemen’s “Grand olf 
Champion,” and spare him to continue his gool 
work for many years to come; the motion was 
seconded by Mr. Campbell, supported by M:ssrs, 
Mor aghan and Anderson, and carried unanimously. 
The meeting also deci-ed that the secretery be 
empowered to buy a clock, and then after a vute of 
thanks to the chairman and visitiog menibers the 
meeting adjourned. 

At the weekly meeting of Birkenhead Branch, 
Oct, 19, minutes having been passed, also-corr s- 
pondence and financial statement, names of 1 ew 
members were submitted and accep’ed t> member- 
ship. A discussion took place respecting the Japsed 
sho:e memb:2rs, who, it would appear, had teen en- 
rolled during the tecm of office ofour late secret wy: 
un‘er a wrong impression, when it was decided to 
re-admit them az members on payment of theip 
arrears of contributions at the shore ra’e. During 
the pa-t few weeks shipping and work ia this town 
has been rather du 1, and a goo !ly number of men 
have been in want of employmeat, but there are 
signs of an improvement within the next few days. 
Speaking generaily, I think if the secretaries of the 
ya ious Branches, when sending reports to Sxa- 
FARING, were to give a résumé of thestateof shipp'rg 
wo k at their respective ports, it would be a guid- 
arce to our members, who.are always on the 1) ok- 
out for the best possible Jabour market, and I 
venture to say that, appearing through the columns 
of SEAFARING weekly would save to our membe's 
many pounds which are at present unwisely spent 
in travelling from place to place in search of em- 
ployment. 


GLASGOW BRANCH, 


At the meeting held in Templars’ Hall, 20, Biskop- 
street, Anderston, Oct. 19, Bro. M: Gregor in the 
chair, after pa sing of the usual items, previcus 
general meeting minutes, weekly ba'at ce-sheet, and 
quaiterly balance sheet, correspondence was read 
from the head office, anent two re olutions p:s-ed 
at the annual geveral congress. First, as to the 
2s. 6d. from each member to pre:ent a testimonial 
to our good old friend Samuel Piimeoll, president 
of the Union, which was g:aciously accepted by tha 
members. fecond, the purchasing of SEAFALING by 
every member at the rate of one:farthing per week 
for sea-going members, and one halfpeony per 
week for shore members. New business being 
entered into, a shipwreck claim was heard and 
granted, also the nominating of bros. Larsen, 
Rogers, and Gallacher, as committee men, who were 
accepted. It was also moved and carried that the 
former resolution fining members 5s. for los‘ng 
their ships after signing articles in them be strictly 
adhered to. 


CARDIFF BRANCGZ. 


At the Branch meeting, on Monday, at the 
Union Home, Custom House-street, Mr. H. Atkins 
presiding, minutes of last meeting were adopted, 
also the financial statement. Correspondence was 
read from head office in reference to Pro. Dewey, 
who had been discharged from the Pelican, Mr. 
Wilson, gen. sec., stating that it wes on his 
authority he had been discharged, but was not 
aware that others had been engaged. Bro. Dewey 
said what he objected to was, after he had been 
discharged, the engagement of a clerk in the cffice 
of Mr. Jones, who was a non-Unioni-t. Bro, 
Obeetham protested against non-Unionists being 
engaged in our Union. Resolutions yas:ed at the 
annval Congress were next read, one in reference 
to the levy of 2s. 6d. per member to a sist Mec 
Plimsoll in carrying out his parliamentary work on 
behalf of this Union; the other, that seafaring 
members had to pay one farthing per week, in add- 
tion to the 6d., which would enable them to get 
SKAFARING each werk, shore members to pay half- 
penny per week extra to their contributions, 
Discussion took place on the latter clause, Bro. 
S‘ocker contending that it referred to delegates, 
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secretaries, and others who were in the employ of 
the Union to pay the halfpenny. The secretary 
was instructed to write Mv. Oowie and inquire if 
they would come under the same heading as shore 
members. Mr. Cowie has since replied that a!l 
members paying the usual shore member’s contri- 
butions, should be charged as shore members, 
whether they be delegates or any other officia's of 
the Union. Complaint was then made by Bro. 
Conroy azainst a member going in to sign on the 
s.s. Dunsley 10s. under money, after he had stood 
out for the wages. He wished to know if some- 
thing cou'd not be done to stop such work. The 
secretary informed Bro. Conroy that at present we 
were unable to stop them, unless we had the sanc- 
tion of the Executive Committee to keep our men 
out when such cases arose. Complaint was also 
made in reference to vesse's arriving in this port 
timber laden with a deck-load of more than three 
feet, and the following resolution was passed: 
That we write Sir Michael Hicks-Beach, calling 
his attention to the boats coming to this 
port timber laden with more than a deck- 
load of three feet, as a'lowed. Reference 
was also made by Bro. Stocker to the report 
which the Cardiff Chamber of Commerce had 
made, and which had been inserted in the daily 
papers, that this Union supp!ies seamen. He (Bro. 
Stocker) shou'd move that the secretary write, con- 
tradicting such a sta'ement; seconded by Bro. 
Bush, and carried Several questions were then 
asked by Bro. Dewey as to how much money was 
col'ected on behalf of the banner, and what became 
of it. After other discussion the questions were 
left open until next Monday night, but the follow- 
ing resolution was moved by Bro. Lind: “ That all 
non-Unionists employed at present in the Union at 
Cardiff become honorary members ;” seconded by 
Bro. Caldon, and carried. After other discussions 
the meeting adjourned. 


WHITSTABLE BRANCH 


Things still continue to be exceedingly dull here 
—the natives (not the oysters) say that things have 
not been so bad for a long time. There is some 
rumour of a steam collier visiting this place, 
which, if true, will he a rara avis, as Iam told a 
steamer has only visited the harbour here once 
since Whitstable was Whitstable; but what won’t 
the capitlist do when asked to increase wages or 
freights! It seems the shipping Company has 
sent a demand tothe coal Company—and these 
two Companies rule the whole trade of the port— 
for an increase of 1s, 6d. per ton freight, from 
4s, 6d. to 6s.,and a specified lying time for the 
vesse’s. The coalfactors will not give this, and 
the consequence is ships are nowsent to other 
ports where higher freights are paid, and, of 
course, these coalfactors find themselves boycotted, 
so they have chartered a steamer to bring them a 
supply. Our first meeting in connection with the 
series of lectures arranged to be given was held in 
the Assembly Rooms here. In the unavoidable 
absence of the gen. sec. of the Coa'porters’ Union, 
who had promised to preside, Mr. Watkins, a local 
gentleman, and warm friend of the cause of labour, 
occupied the chair, supported by Mr. Hume 
Nisbett, the well-known author ; Mr. Wm. Gammon, 
executive councillor Seamen’s Union; and the 
secretary Seamen's Union. The lecturer, Mr. 
W. 8. de Mattos, B.4., being introduced to a good 
audience by the chairman, said he would explain 
what Socialism is. Socialism, he said, was an 
attempt to bring about a just distribution of 
wealth. Statistice showed that not production, 
but wrong ci tribution, was the cause of poverty, 
misery, and degra-ation. ‘To redress these evils it 
was necessary to stu’y economic higtory for cause, 
and economic science to redress. hat was im- 
possible in the past had now become possible. The 
present distribution of Jand was unjust, and 
must be altered; and the way to effect this 
was by organisation of labour, to enable 
workers to obtain more wealth, and the 
extension of Trades Unions, each industry to h ve 
its own Union, and each Union federated together 
locally through councils. Nationally through de'e- 
gate councils, and internationally through ia- 
ternational councils, There should be labour 
representation in local, municipal and county 
interests, also in Parliament, for labour out- 
numbered all other sections and should have a 
maj rity of seats, and then unjust class legislation 
would be abolished. He advocated the legal eizht 
hours movement as it would give employment to 
those now out of work. A most able and lucid 
address, which occupied an hourand thcee quarters, 
was listened to with great appreciation, and a 
heurty vote of thanks, on the motioa of Mr. Gam- 
mon, seconded by Mr. Nisbett, was given the 
lecturer, and another was given to Mr. Watkins for 
presiding ; both were suitably acknowledged. A 
most successful meeting then closed, The next 





mecting takes place on Nov. 12, Miss E. Nishett 
will give an address on “ Reason Why,” Mr. Hy. 
Brill presidiog. I may also mention that Mr. 
Sydney Halifax, Labour Candicate for Faversham 
district, has promis+d to come at some near date 
and preside, also Councillor Powell, labour repre- 
sentative on the Council at Rochester, and several 
other able and well-known geutlemen, all giving 
their services most willingly and at great sacrifice 
in many cases, showing how anxious they are to 
bring the men of Whitstable into line with the 
men of other places. For no greater enemy hath 
the men he e than themselves. 

Mr. Thos. Page writes to inform the many fricnds 
who have kiadly subscribed, mainly through the 
energy of Bro. Gammon at the late Congress, to 
the proposed supper and entertainment, which was 
arranged to be held on Oct, 28, that the committee 
deem it advisable to {postpone the supper until 
nearer Christmas, owing principally tothe fact that 
there is a most unusual dulness in shipping here at 
present, throwing all our men out, or almost out, 
of employment and driving our sailors to other 
towns where trade is brisker. Due notice will be 
given again when it will take place. 


SOUTHAMPTON BRANCH. 


During last week Mr. E. Cathery, organiser, had 
a regular campaign, holding meetings outside the 
shipping office and docks, The most successful 
was held on Saturday dinner-time, when Mr. 
Cathery succeeded in attracting a large number, 
to whom he detailed the programme of the Union 
in the coming year, and recapitu'ated the work of 
the Union during the past year. He urged allsea- 
faring men to join the Union that had not done so, 
and members that were in arrears to pay their 
trifle towards bringing about, by legislative action, 
the mighty reforms that are so much needed. He 
gave statistics of the wages at the chief ports 
before and since the Union, and clearly showed 
the all-round increase in the rate of wages’ of the 
seamen and firemen. During the meeting 
five dozen SEAFARING was sold by the outside dele- 
gate tothose present. An open meeting was held 
at the hall on Thursday, Oct. 5, Mr Bicker Carter 
in the chair. Mr. E. Cathery, upon being intro- 
duced, at once plunged into his work, and kept a 
large audience eazerly listening to him for an hour 
and ten minutes, whilst he minutely explained the 
constitution and working of the Union, and the 
several extra benefits that had accrued as the work 
of the last Congress. He advised all outside the 
pale of the benefits to at once place themselves in 
compliance, and to help work for the 
other benefits that the Union had in view. 
It was proposed by Bro. Robertson, and 
seconded by Bro. Meddis, “That this meeting of 
sailors and firemen of the port of Southampton 
pledges itself to use their utmost endeavours to 
build up the position of the Union, as we 
believe it to be the only means by which the sea- 
men of the British Mercantile Marine can work out 
the much-needed reforms, and better their con- 
ditions of labour.” Upon being put to the meeting 
it was carried unanimously. A vote of thanks to 
KE. Cathery and the chairman concluced a success- 
ful meeting. 

The wcekly meeting was held on Tuesday, Bro. 
Glew in the chair. After the usual routine bu:i- 
ness, the secretary read a letter from a chief 
engineer reporting a fireman named Oodd for 
deserting his ship in the river. It was proposed 
and seconded that he be fined 10s., and the engineer 
acquainted with the same. Carried unanimously. 
The delegate reported having received for banner. 
s.s. La Plata, firemen, 19s.; seamen, 7s. ss. Elbe, 
firemen, 12s.; seamen, 14s. 61. s.s. Mewica», fire- 
men, 14s. 6d.; seimen, 143. 6d, making a total of 
£24 2s. 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH 


At the usual meeting, Mr. J. B. Lee presiding, 
mioutes of previous meeting were confirmed. Mr. 
Henderson then gave a report of the Trade Council 
meeting, ani of the progr.ss being made with 
returning labour candidates. The secretary read 
several letters, and a circular from head office with 
instructions about the Plimsoll testimo:ial for 
legislative purpo-es, and the new arrange- 
ments in respect to SEAFARING. ‘There was 
also a letter from Mr. Will Thorne, in reference to 
the Seaham Harbour. It was decided to send 
further particulars to London concerning the same. 
Mr. Geo, Dunn then complained of the officizls at 
the Federation office attempting to compel men to 
pay one shilling when they go to get their ticket 
renewed. ‘The weekly returns for the past two 
meetings were then submitted, and Mr, Geo. Dunn 
moved, Mr. Lonsdale seconded, and Mr, J. Hender- 
son supported, a resolution that a letter of con- 
dolence be sent to the widow of the late and 
lamented secretary of Blyth Branch, Mr. J. 





Heatley. Complaints were made against the 
officers in charge of Blyth Branch for not inti- 
mating that Mr. Heatley was dead, so that his 
friends here might have paid their last respects to 
him. This Branch did not know «f tha death 
until the day after he was buried, which caused a 
great deal of comment. It was decided that 
the secretary write to the he.d o'tice, asking if an 
inspector had been appointed to inspect the repairs 
which are being done to the launch. It was also 
decided that the boat belonging to the Branch be 
sold. 


MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH. 


At the general meeting, Oct. 17, at the Market 
Hotel, Mr. J. Muck!low in the chair, the minutes 
were confirmed and correspondence accepted. 
Unemployed—three sailors, six firemen. Proposed 
by Mr. Wm. Bolton, seconded by Mr. H. Crozier, 
that the secretary be empow¢ red to get all informa- 
tion with rezard to members in the hoppers and 
dredgers; carried. Proposed by Mr. J. Ayton, 
seconded by Mr. L. Laurance, that A. Ga'l be paid 
sick pay from the date of his sick no‘e only. 
Moved by Mr. Jos. Ayton, seconded by Mr. Dawkins, 
that the delegates to Trades Council in re Mr. 
Pickari be allowed to use their discretion. Mr. 
J. J. Robinson then addressed the meeting on the 
subscription 01 behalf of Mr. 8. Plimsoll, urging 
on them to pry atonce. Moved by Mr. J. Ayton, 
seconded by Mr. Dawkins, that we hea tily approve 
of this resolution, and pledge-ourselves to pay at 
an eafly date. Moved by Mr. J. Ayton, seconded 
by Mr, Frier, that Mr. Robinson be instructed to 
communicate with Mr. Bentham in the event of 
nosettlement of the dispute of deck hands of the 
s.s. Luneberg ; carried. 


GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


A special meeting was convened, Oct. 13, to 
consider whether the funeral allowance should be 
granted to (deceased) Bro. G. B.inkhorn’s relatives, 
he not being a member of the sick funi. Bro. 
Sendall informed the meeting that deceased had 
always paid the Union money. It would be hard 
to see him have a pauper’s burial. Bro. Bell spoke 
in terms of sympathy with deceased’s relatives, as 
he knew that they had been depending upon him. 
Bro. Pearson testified that he had seen members 
buriei by the society in other ports. It was 
ultimately proposed by Bro, Prevett, and seconded 
by Bro. Ra‘dings, thit we make a voluntary grant, 
and that he be buried with full Union honours, 
Carried unanimously. The funeral took place on 
Friday list, the Artillery band accompanying the 
mouruers, followed by the members of the Union. 


NORTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting of this Branch, Bro, 
Isaac Walters, V.P., in the chiir, the minutes of 
last meeting being alopted, the financial report 
was read, and Bro. John Thomas stated that he was 
very proud to see the Branch was sti'l goingahead, 
and stated that it ought to be something for them 
to be proud of. There was some discussion on the 
concert to be held in the Albion Assembly Rooms 
in aid of the widow and family of Bro, Johi 
McGuire who wa3 a member of this Branch. The 
North Shie'ds Branch members have pledged 
themselves to make it a thorough success. After 
s)me very good discussion on various labour ques- 
tions of imp rtance to se:faring men as a whole, 
the meeting came to a close. 


SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting the minutes were 
confirmed, and correspondence was reai from 
head office which caused some discussion. There 
was a'so a letter from Mr. George Cowie, tenderin: 
his resignation as a delegate to the Trade Council 
on account of his app»vintment as secretary to the 
Blyth Branch, in the plice of Mr. J. Heatley, who 
died last week. The resignation was accepted, 
and Mr. James Logan was elected in his place. 
Complaint was made against one of our members 
and his action towards the Union, which caused a 
strong discussion. The secretary wa3 instructed 
to summon him to the next meeting to expliir, 
failing which his name to te put in SEAFARING; 
and in reference to a letter fiom head offi'e, the 
secretary was instructed to ask for a fuller explani- 
tion as to the Plimsoll testimonial. It is under- 
stood that every man yaying his 2s. 6d. towards it 
will receive a photograph of Mr. 8. Plimsoll, the 
seanen’s grand oli man, which will be cherished 
by all seamen. Members are requested to call at 
the Branch offices, where they can now receive 
SEAFARING for one penny per month. The secre- 
tary was instructed to draw upa card of instruc- 
tions for our members for guidance while on board 
ship. 
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DUBLIN BRANCH. 


At the usual week'y meeting, the financial 
account having been passed, correspondence was 
read, and some discussion took place ona letter 
from Barry, about T. Coff-y, who wanted his case 
taken up about recovering some money for him. 
It was decided th.t as Coffey had got several 
chances to brirg himself within compiiarc? ani 
failed to do so, we could not see our way clear 10 
assist him; which we hope will be a warning to 
any man who may be in arrears. as the ru'es will 
be strictly adhered to. Bro. John Jobnson, the 
delegate to the annual general meeting, then gave 
a very graphic account of the proceedings, and 
called on Mr. Donnelly, 1.0.S., to explain the 
amended rules and the advanced benefits to be 
gained by financial members. Mr. Donnelly then 
gave a very fine address on the amended rules, 
pointing out that there was a burial fund now 
attached to our Union, also that there was a new 
arrangement about SEAFARING to enable every 
man to get the current number, as it is most im- 
portant that every member should read it. He 
then referred to the testimonial to be presented to 
Mr. 8S. Plimsoll, drawing the members’ attention to 
all the money and time Mr, Plimsoll had spent to 
advance the sailors’ cause. Mr. P.imsoll had been 
working for the past twenty-six years in our 
interest and the interests of our families, and he 
was sure that every man would pay the levy. He 
then read the new Bills that Mr. Wilson, assisted 
by Mr, Piimsol!, had drafted to go through the 
House of Commons. Now was our opportunity at 
the coming general election, as it lays in every 
man’s power who had a vote to send representa- 
tives to the House of Commons that were Labour 
candidates. Wecan see what the Labour repre- 
sentatives in Aus'ralia had done, being able to 
defeat the Government by a majority of 49 against 
41, Let us take an example by that at the coming 
election. He hoped Ireland would send some 
Labour members. If we combined for the common 
good we could carry that. A long discussion 
of a private nature followed, and an address f:om 
the chairman concluded an instructive meeting. 


ABERDEEN BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting on Monday, Oct. 19, Mr. 
R. Fraser in the chair, there being a fair attendance 
of members, minutes of former meeting were 
adopted. Correspondence was next read on the 
Plimsoll testimonial, and all were heartily agreed 
that it was the very least any member could d> to 
show his gratituce to one who had done so much 
for the lot of the seafarer. It was unanimously 
resolved that the levy be now paid either in one 
or in various sums; so members take note, and let 
us have as much of the voluntary coming forward 
as possible, and by this means show that the whole 
heart isin the matter. As to SEAFARING, it was 
further resolved to adopt the resolution of the 
annual meeting with respect to th's, and that 
members, say, could pay in advance for six months 
6}d., or twelve months for Is. 1d. Two cases for 
shipwreck claim were next considered. The 
vessels were the s.s. Scart and s.s. Parkiands, of 
West Hartlepool. After certain inquiries by the 
members present, the claims were considered bona 
fide and ordered to be paid forthwith. Some 
minor matters were considered and the meeting 
adjourned. 


DUNDEE BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Oct. 9, Mr. James Jenkins 
in the chair, minutes, income, and expenditure of 
the two previous weeks, also minutes of special 
committee meeting, were approved of, the object of 
the special committee being to examine proofs and 
vouchers of three members who had been ship- 
wrecked, two of whom were in the whaler Polynia, 
when she was crushed by the ice in Lancaster 
Sound, when they were prosecuting the seal and 
whale fishing, t! e other being in the s.s, Glenedin, 
of West Hartlepool, when she went ashore on the 
Coast of Norway. The proofs and vouchers being 
sitisfactory, the secretary was instructed to 
pty the shipwreck claims. There was also 
@& communication from Mr, Harrison, of Barry, 
having reference to a law-suit in which five runners 
of the ship Lancing were fined 10s. for refusing to 
rig a spar for discharging ballast et sea in the 
above ve s2l. The committee decided on paying 
the fines of the men, seeing that it was a test case 
on beha f of the runners of this port, as the same 
question cropped up several times in vessels 
going to Cardiff, Barry, and _ other ports. 
Correspordence was read from head office, in- 
cluding a circular intimating the resolutions passed 
at the annual meeting to come into force forth- 
with, viz., that every member of the Union be 
levied 2s. 6d. to raise a fund from which ovr 





pre ident, Mr. Plimsoll, will be enabled to carry on 
the good work that he has in hand; the above re 
solution was carried with acclamation, not one dis- 
sentient being in the meeting. it is earnestly trusted 
that all members of this Branch will take notice of 
this, be they at home or abrord, and take the first 
opportunity of paying their levy, ro mattec what 
poit they are in. The resolution relating to SHA- 
FARING wa; a'so unanimously confirmed by the 
members. A n ember having raised the question as 
to whether he was eati.led to the travel:ing 
benefit or not, he stated that he had left Dundee 
some time ago in search of work, and having paid 
his fare’ himself he thought he was entitled to 
receive his railway fare, seeing that other members 
obtained it at the same time as he left. A very 
long and animated discussion took place over the 
question, the result ultimately decided that he be 
paid the amount of his railway fa'e. The meeting 
then terminated. 


LEITH BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Oct. 15, Bro. 
Robertson in the chair, routine business haviog 
been transacted, the standing orders were sus- 
pended in order to hear the report of the delegates 
to the annual meeting. Bro. Robertson, being one 
of them, gave a lengthy report, and afterwards 
replied to questions put by members. He then 
proceeded to read the Bills put before the annual 
meeting, but, it being well on in the evening, it 
was agreed to delay these till another meeting. 
Bro. Robertson was accorded a hearty vote of 
thanks for the report, and the meeting shortly 
afterwards adjourned. We contemplate changing 
our mecting-place shortly, in order to have a more 
suitable place for our monthly concert. This has 
been agreed to at several meetings, and the change 
will probably be made some time next month. 


WEST HARTLEPOOL BRANCH. 


At the weekly meeting, Oct. 16, Bro. Smith, vice- 
chairman, presiding, two new members were en- 
rolled. Bro. Sherwood was congratulated on his 
election to the Executive Counci. After Bro, Smith 
had given his report of the annual general meeting, 
Bro. Owen moved, aud Bro. Sherwood seconded, a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mes-rs. Payne and Smith 
for their services at the annual general meeting, 
which was unanimously carried. Great satisfac- 
tion was expressed with the various quarterly 
reports appearing in SEAFARING, all of which 
show an increased income. The total income of 
this Branch for the last quater is £239 4s. 5d., 
beir g nearly £20 in excess of the previous quarter. 


BRISTOL BRANCH, 


The usual meeting of this Branch was held on 
Monday last, Bro. J. Stanley presiding, there being 
a large and enthusiastic attendance. After 
minutes of previous meeting bad been passed, a 
long and animated discussion took place relative to 
23. 64. contribution for the Plimsoll testimonial. It 
was also decided to obtain head office’s opinion of 
Section 10 Ru'e 7. Next came the consideration of 
what cou!d be made the mast effectual means of 
assisting the widows and or: hans lost through the 
foundering of the s.s. Wolveston in mid-ocean, 
be'onging to West Hartlepocl. It was resolved 
to appeal to the Trade Unionists of the City 
through the Trade Courcil, also to issue collecting- 
books to members, and the question of hoiding a 
gigantic demonstration and conceit in aid of the 
above, was left over for the Trade Council’s deci- 
sion. Jt was also resolved to obtain permission to 
sue owners of the Ewet«r City for one month's 
wages, which owners, it is + lieged, discharged men 
at Swansea without reasonable cause, after such 
men had commenced their voyage. Strong com- 
ment was made in reference to shipowners’ papers 
going out of their way to criticise the Union’s 
tinancial report, and the general opinion was, it 
would be more useful fcr whe general public to be 
informed of the blessings poor Jack derived from 
the shipowner, who ground body and soul away for 
£2 5s. and £2 15s. per month, while he rode 
in his gilded carriage and lived in mansions. 
The Branch then proceeded to fill the vacancies 
on committee and Trade Council, Bros. Blick, 
Brewer, Dean, and Hutchings being «lected to 
committee, and Bro. Tom Staddon to Trade Coun- 
cil. The finances for the week showed an improve- 
ment, 16 new members being enro/led, and members 
expressed satisfaction at the improvement, seeing 
the small amount of shipping in the port. The 
chairman announced he had again been elected an 
Executive Councillor for the Channel. This con- 
cluded a very orderly and attentive meeting. 





HULL BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting, Mr. T. Ward in the 
chair, after the adoption of the minutes, corres- 
pondence was read from different Bravches. Mr. 
Brown, the outside delegate for the Victoria and 
Alexander Docks, gave in his report for the quarter 
ending Sept. 30, which shows that he has toarded 
127 ships, made 448 vi its, received £12 1ls. 6d. 
entrance fees, £46 14s. 5d. contributions, 12s. 8d. 
cards and rules, £6 3s. non-local money, so'd 515 
SEAFARINGS, making a total of £68 4s. 6d., and 
enrolled 46 new members. The Branch consilered 
this very satisfactory, and received the report with 
loud applause. Mr. Steele, our vice-president, com- 
plimented Mr. Brown on his work, and wished the 
delegates of otber Branches would board all ships 
as the delegates do in Hull. It was also resolved 
that we, the members of the Hull Branch, will do 
our level best to be one of the first ports to get in 
the 2:3. 6d. for our grand old man, Mr. Sam 
Piimsoll,: Messrs. Ward and Steele, delegates to 
the annual Congress, gave in their report, which 
proved satisfactory to this Branch, and was 
listened to with great attention, and the best 
thanks of the Branch was given to them for their 
very able and exhaustive report. On the motion of 
Mr. Tindall, seconded by Mr. Geo. Hodgscn, it was 
resolved that we, the members of the Hull Branch, 
pledge ourselves to support the four different 
labour candidates putting up for the coming muni- 
cipal elections, and call upon ail seafaring men to 
record their votes for the said candidat: s. 

At the meeting of the Hull Fishing Vessel 
Engineers’ Branch, held 65, West Dock Ave, Hull, 
in the absence of the president, Mr. John Morrison 
was elected to the chair. The quarterly report 
was read, and gave great satisfaction, showing a 
gain of 35 members, and a total income of 
£73 10s. 5d., against an expenditure £30 16s., 
le:ving a balance to go to the central funds of 
£42 14s. 5d. Correspondence was read, which in- 
cluded aletter from Mr. Snowden, superintendent 
engineer, complaining of the conduct of a member 
of this Branch for being drunk on board the steam 
trawler Majestic at a time when he ought to have 
been attenoing to his duties and in a sober condi- 
tion fitto gotorea. The culprit was present, ard 
acknowledged the charge, and asked for another 
chance to regain his character. The members 
thinking that the superintendent engineers would 
punish him by refusing to employ him for some 
time decided to reprimand him. A discussion 
then took place on the testimonial to Mr. Plimsoll. 
The newb.rs thought there ought not to te any 
trouble to get the money in, as every member 
ought willingly to gi: e, considering every man goirg 
to sea was receiving the fruit of Mr. Plimsolis 
work, and five members at once paid thir 2s. 6d 
towards the testimonial. 


PORTSMOUTH BRANCH. 


Portsmouth is being visited by Mr. E. Cathery, 
organising secretary of the Seamen’s Union, and 
he is taking an active interest ia stirring up the 
seafaring community of this port to a sense cf 
their duty to the Seamen’s Union, which has done 
so much to better the conditions of the seafaring 
class. Mr. Cathery acdressed an open-air mecting 
of seamen on the Quay at Portsmouth Hartour on 
Tuesday between 12 and 1 p.m. During his 
address he explained the principles of Trade 
Union‘sm, and urged upon the seamen to become 
members of their Union, and said that no man 
worth his salt would fa:l to contribute to an 
organisation which had done, and is doing, so 
much to benefit the seamen of this nation. He 
referred to the Load-Line Act, which was passed 
by the influence of the leaders of the Seamen’s 
Union, and to the many reforms which the Execu- 
tive were to put before the next Session of Parlia- 
ment, viz., the manning of ships, the deck-load, 
acd other Bills to provide for tne safety of life as 
sea. In conclusion, he again urged the seamen to 
come forward and join in the good cause, and take 
an active part in what is being Cone for the benefit 
of seamen. 





Mr. SAMUEL HovuGn, a Liverpool shipowner, is 
to contest the Castle-street Ward of that city in 
the Liberal interest. 


A STRIKE of 400 men has taken place at Messrs. 
Irvine's shipyard, Hartlepool, owing to the firm re- 
fusing to discharge the foreman whom the men 
dislike. 

AN annour cement is made that the Portuguese 
Royal Mail Steamship Company intend, after No-- 
ember, to despatch a new ijine of steamers from 


Southampton to trade between that port and the 
east coast of Africa, ) 
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UNION MEETING AT 
FLEETWOOD. 





On Friday a meeting was held in the Co-operative 
Hall, Fleetwood, by the Seamen’s and Firemen’s 
Union and the Dockers’ Union, for the purpose of 
explaining the aims and objects of the above 
Un‘ons with a view to resuscitating interest in the 
local branches. The. chair was taken by Mr. 
Nicholson, of Liverpool, and there were also on the 
platform Mr. Thomas..Walker, Liberal. candidate 
for the Blk:ckpook ,Division ; Mr..McHugh, general 
secretary-of the Dockers’ Union ;Mr, Philip Harris, 
Jate president of, the .Liverpoal.-Trades. Council.; 
My; Samuel Lees, a member of the Liverpool Trades 
Council; Mr. Davidson, local secretary of the Sea- 
men’s and. Firemen’s Union, ., «)) oy t.96 fovela 

The chairman proceeded to show,that.more had 

2n; accomplished during the , last: few. years 
throuzh organisations for tre working classes than 
in the preceding fifty years. If so much could be 
accomplished by partial organisation, what a great 
deal more could. be done-by. perfect. organisation. 
He further explained that, the contribution to the 
Szameu’s ani Firemen’s Union was. not too high 
He gave 
statistics showing that. through the. Union the 


wages of seamen .and firemen -had been raised all | 


round on an average of, about. £1 per month. 
Other benefits were also. mentioned, which -indi- 
vidually members derived. by,being conuected with 
the Union. He then seferred to,the legislation that 
hadi been accomplished with the assistance of Mr. 8. 
Plimsoll, who. had proved, himself one of the 


greatest supporters of. the seamen and their cause. | 


He then introduced Mr. Thomas Walker, Lideral 
candidate for the Blackpool Division, who said 
‘Trades Unions, had his. sympathy, because he 
believed by combina'ion working people were in a 
better position to. protect their interests and raise 
themse. ves in a social scale. He would, 1.ke to see 
more labour representatives in the House of Com- 
mons; although he feared they would .scarcely see 
more working men in Parliament until the Return- 
ing Officer's costs and other expenses were taken 
out of the rates, and. sa'aries. were given to such 
‘men as desired them. He (Mr.-Walker) did not 
identify himself with the programme of these par- 
tizu ar Unions.until he knew what.the, pregramme 
was, but from what their chairman said it was to 
get all theirfe‘low workmen to form one great body 
to protect their interests and rights. That 
was what they did io his profession, and those 
resent ought to combine together. (Hear, hear.) 
fe advocated the policy of conciliation, and pointed 
out that in 145 strikes 72 hai been sett'ed by this 
method. Mr. McHugh then addressed the meeting, 
and said that as the result of his last meeting at 
Fleetwood, the brauch of the Dockers’ Union was 
formed, and as a resvlt they secured an increase of 
wages at the dock at Fleetwood, and an improve- 
ment also secured in the condition of workiog men. 
Mr. Davidson, local secretary of the Seamen’s 
and Firemen’s Union, then proposed the following : 
— “Having heard the aims and objects of the 
feamen’s and Firemen’s Union, we pledge ourselves 
to use all legitimate means in our power to carry 
the same into effect, so as to make the two Unions 
a success.” * He hoped those present would rally 
round the standard that gained for them the 
increase of wages on the dock, and if they banded 
together there would be another increase before 
another summer began. (Hear, hear, and applause). 
Mr. Phil Harris, in a powerful speech, seconded 
the resolution, and Mr. Samuel Laws supported. 
The resolution was put to the meeting, and 
carried unanimously. 
The chairman then gave the meeting a list of the 


objects that the Union intended bringing befcre , 
Parliament in the interests of the seamen and | 


firemen. 





At Holywood, Oct. 19, John Doyle was com- 
mitted for trial charged with having maliciously 
set fire to the schooner Fy, at Cultra Point, near 
Holywood, on the 41th inst. Two other men who 
had also been charged with the offence were 
discharged. 


AN inquest was held on Oct.'19, at the Tcxteth 
Workhouse, oa the body of Nicholas Orphanos, 
ag:d 48, a stevedore, who whilst working his 
pissage from Montreal in the Lake Huron, was 
thrown out of his bunk, and his ribs fractured, 
On landing in Liverpool, he went to the Southern 
Hospital, but was refused admission. He was 
found sitting on a step by a police-constable, and 
removed to the Toxteth Workhouse, where he died 
from fracture of the ribs and pleurisy. A verdict 
of accidental death was returned. 





HOMEWARD BOUND, 


Seen 


The following have been reported homeward 
bound since our last report :— 


Albion left Rio Grande Sept 16, for Liverpool 
Actor s left Pernambuco Oct 13, for Liverpool 
Aston Hall s left Kurrachee Oct 6, for Liverpool 
Alava s left Norfolk Oct 14, for Liverpool 
Alberta left Parrsboro’ Oct 5, for Liverpool 
Arselm s left Para Oct 16, for Liverpool 

Alaska s left: New York Oct 17; for Liverpool 
Archimedes 's left St. Vincent: Oct 13,:for London 
Avgettom 8 leftiSaez Oct 13;forsLondon 5 
America s left New York Qct: 14) fur London: 
Arabia sleft: Mobile Oct 15, for Londons .: 


Australia ¢lid at:San Francisco Oct:9; for Queens-; 


town 
Arara s left Suez Oct 14, for Dundee 
Ardangorm s left Newport News Oct 19, for Gl’sg’w 
Amarynthia s left Montréa! Oct 17, for Glasgow 
Arracan s left Fortespuria Oct 13, for U K 
Alderszate:s Jeft Norfotk Oct 16, for-U K 
America left-New Orlear s ‘Oct 10; for U K 
Accomac s left: Branswick Oct 13, for UK 
Atlas left New York Oct'14, for U K 
Atfafa s left Bahia Blanca Oct 8, fer Newport 
Athena left .Purrsboro’Oct 5, for Sharpness 
Athenian sdeft:Cape Towa Oct 14, for Southampt’n 
Atrato:s left Monte Video Ost ‘14, for Southampton 
Branksome Ha!ls left Marseilles Oct 18, fur L’pool 
Bostonianu's left Boston Oct 15, for Liverpool 
Bentala s left Gaveston Oct 16, for Liverpool 
Benedict s left Malta Oct 14; for Londoa 
Britannia s left Brindisi. Oct 16, for London 
Bayley s left Blut® Harbour Oct 15, for London 
Brazilian s left Quebec Oct 18,)for London 
Bonnington s lef: Gibraltar Oct'18; for U K 
Briscoe's left: Norfolk Oct 16, for U K: 
Beacon Light s left New York Oct 14, for U K 
Brand s left New York Oct 16, for UK 
Blackheath s left Galveston Oct 18, for U K 
Brooklyn City s left New York Oct 17, for Bristol 
Buffalo s left New York’ Oct 10, for Hull 
Columbus left Bahia Oct:9, for Liverpool 
Castlefisid' s'left Norfolk’ Oct 10; for Liverpoel 
Ciintonia s left Newport News, Oct 16, for L’pool 
Cameroon s left Accra Oct 14, for Liverpool 
City of Paris s left'New York Oct 14, for Liverpool 
Cilurnum's left Newport-News Oct 14, for L’poul 


Circassian s left Quebee Oct 16, for Liverpool 


Catalonia 's left Boston Oct 17; for Liverpool 

Clan Maclean ¥ left Gibraltar Oct 19, for Liverpool 

Clan Macgregor s left Gibraltar Oct 19, for London 

Ching Wo s left Singapore Oct 16, for Léndon 

Clan Mackinnon s left Port Said Oct 17, for 
London 

City of Venice s left Suez Oct 14, for London 

Cape Corrientes s left Gibraltar Oct 14, for London 

Clan Macintyre left Port Said Oct 17, for London 

Clan Mackenzie left San Francisco Sept 28, for 
London 

Chincellor s left.Suez Oct 17, for London 

Cuzco s.left Albany Oct 10, for London 

Olan Mackenzie s left Madras Oct 14, for London 

City of London s Jeft Calcutta Oct 17, for London 

Carthage s left King George’s Sound Oct 18, for 
London 

Cyclops s left Singapore Oct 13, for Loudon 

Chatfield s left Galveston Oct !8: for U K 

Corean's left Montreal Oct 16, for Glasgow 

Cresswell s left Galveston Oct 18, for U K 

City of Paris s left New York Oct 14, for U K 

Comet s left Savannah Oct 13, for U K 

Cape Colonna s left New Orleans Oct 14, for UK 

Conquistatore left Philadelphia Oct 17, for U K 

Conemaugh s left New York Oct 18, for U K 

Clara left Quebec Oct 1, for Belfast 

Canova left Sydney Oct 3, for Plymouth 

Duke of Argyle s left Rockhampton Oct 17, for 
London 

Dardanus's left Penang Oct 7, for London 

Dictator s left Colombo Oct 16, for London 


| Dankeld s left Baltimore Oct 16, for U K 


Demira s left Galveston Oct 18, for U K 

Dominion s left Father Point Oct '5, for Avonmouth 

Diaz left Santos Oct 13, for Shields 

Eden Hall's left Suez Oct 20, for Liverpool 

Edenmore s left Galveston Oct 1, for Liverpsol 

Elmete s left Wilmington; NC, Oct 17, for Liverpool 

El Dorado s'left Demerara Oct 17, for London 

Ethiopia s left New York Oct’ 18; for Clyde 

Euterpe, Krause, left Calvutta Oct 1%, for Dundee 

Edebballymore left Iquiqué Oct ‘12, for Channel 

Enchantress s left, Galvestor Oct 13 for 0 K 

Elliot left New York Oct 17, for U-K 

Ebba left New York Oct 17, for U K 

Ethel clrd at Portland, Me, via St John, NB; Oct 1, 
for Bristol 

Elliot left New York Oct 17, for Sharpness 

Elbe s left New York Oct 14, for Southampton 


Falls of Inversnaid s left Suez Oct 20, for Liverpool | * 





Fulham s left Newport News Oct 15, for Liverpool 

Floridan s left New Orleans Oct 13, for Liverpool 

Fluorine s left Philadelphia Oct 15, for U K 

Fovar s left Philadelphia Oct 15, for U K 

Fanny Ly, Gann clrd at st. John, NB, Oct 1, for 
Penarth 

Gulf.of Trinidad s left St. Vincent, CV, Oct 18, for 
Liverpool 

Gulf.of Akaba s left St. Vincent, Oct 14, for L’pool 

Galicia s left Lisbon Oct 19, for Liverpool 

#regory-s left. Ceara Oct 13, for Liverpool 

Germanic s left New York Oct 14, for Liverpool 

Gallia s left New. Yo'k Oct. 14, for Liverpool 

Greece s:left New ;York Oct 18, for Live pool 

Gulf of Corcovazo;s left Marseilles Cct 13, for 
London . 

lenfalloch,s left. Colombo Oct 18,:for London 
Gaekwar:s left-Colombo Oct 15, for London 


Glenesk's left;Manilla Oct 17, for, Londoa 


Gimias left Philadelphia Oct)17, for Queenstown 
GlensheeJeft Iquique Oct 15, for Channel 
Galicia sdeft New York Oct 14, for U Kx 


-Gianysteith s left- New York Oct i4, for U K 
-Giovannh left Brunswick Oct 17, for U K 


Gatineau left Quebee Oct 1, for Belfast 

Guiana chd at St.Jc ho, NB, Oct 1, for Dublin 
Galileo s left New York Oct. 17, for Hull 

Gardenia s left New York Oct 14; for Plymouth 
Hippomenes s-left Las Pali as Oct 16, for Liverpocl 
Hector s left Per'm Oct 1”, for Liverpool 

Hi pani: s left Petim Oct 138, for Liverpcol 
Harrogate:s left Galveston Oct 17, fur Liverpool 
Highland Chief s left St Viacent Oct 18, for L’v'p'l 
Historian s Jeft Ha'ifax Oct 15, for Loadona 
Huatsman sJeft Philadelphia Oct 9, foc U K 
Handel s left Baltimore Oct 10 for U K 

Heathfield s left Galveston Oct 12, for U K 


- Hebe left Savannah Oct 17, for U K 


Fonic.s left KioJaneiro Oct 10, for London 
lona:s left Galle Ovt 14, for Aberdeen 


- Indian Empire left. Chittagong Oct 19, for Dundee 


Isiand s.left New York Oct 10, for UK 

Iniziativa s Jeft New, York Oct 15, for UK 

John Elder.s left. Monte Video Oct 14. for L’pool 

Jelunga# left Naples Oct-18, for London 

Keemua s left Colombo Oct 13, for L»ndon 

Khedive s left Calcutta Oct 17, for London 

Khio s left Norfolk Oct 17, for UK 

Kalliope left Quebec Oct 1, for Belfast 

Loanica’s left Madeira Oct 16, for Liverpool 

Labrador s passed Father Point Oct 15, tor L’pool 

Lancaster's le{t Brunswick Oct, 16, for Livergool 

Lake Ontario:s eft Quebec Oct 14, for Liverpool 

Lord: Londenderry’s left Port: ®aid Ovt 19, for 
* London ; 

‘ ydian Monarch s left New York Oct 10, for L’don 

Lorraine left Iquiqne Oct. 14, for Channel 

La Flandre s left New York, Oct 14, for U K 

Lennie Burrill left. Philade phia Oct 14, for U IK 

Leocora s left New Orleans Oct 15, for U K 

Lillian Morris left Iquique Oct 14, for U K 

Moldavia’ left Singapo e Oct 17, for Live: pool 

Monarch s left Norfolk Oct 16, for Liverpo 1 

Murrumbidgee s left Suez Oct 12.for Lon‘oa 

Moyune s left Port Sai: Oct 17, for London 

Massilia s left Colam>o Oct 15, fur Londun 

Mombas<sa $ left Cali u'ta Oct i4, for London 

Mississippi s left Baltimore Oct 16, for London 

Martaban 8 left Suez Oct 19, for U K 

Madrileno s left New Orleans Oct 14, for UK 

Mary Gibbs left Philadelphia Oct 17, for U K 

Marengo’s left New York Oct 18, fur U K 

Minna Craig s left Bombay Oct 19, for Hul! 

Maiden City left St John, NB, Sept 22, for Penarth 

Nessmore s left Boston Oct 13, for Liverpool 

Norseman s left Boston Oct 13, for Liverp vol 

Navigators left New Orleans Oct 15, for Liverpool 

Nethergateé s left Galveston Oct 16, for U K 

Obidense s left Havre Oct 18, for Liverpoot 

Oopack s left Colombo Oct 19, for London 

Oruba s left Saez Oct 17, for London 


“Ocean 8 left Savannah Oct 14, for U K 


Port Jackson s left Colombo Oct 15, for London 

Persia 8'left Marseilles Oct 12, for London 

Prometheus left Sagres Oct 18, for London 

Pioneer left Rangoon Oct 5, for Falmouth 

Péembridge s left Baltimore Oct 17 for U K 

Privce Patrick clrd at Quebec Oc: |, for Cork 

Pretcria s left Teneriffe Oct 14, tor Southampton 

Queen Elizabeth left San Francisco Oct 13, for 
Que®*nstown . 

Rewa's left Suez Oct 18, for London 

R A Calderon left Iquique Oct 17, for Fa’mcuth 

Ruthwell left Tchio Oct 12, for Clrde 

Restitution s left Aden Oct 17, for Dundee 

Rydal Water s left Pisagua Oct ‘13, for UK 

Rhein’s left New Orleans Oct 14, for UK 

River Nith left Astoria Oct 3, for Sligo 

St Clears s left Newport News Oct 12, for Liverpool 

Star of England s left Las Palmas Ot 14, for Ldn 

Scindia s left Colombo Oct 15, for London 

Sutlej s left Colombo Oct 15, for London 

Silver Stream left San Francisco Oct 19, fur 

Queenstown 
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State of California s left New York Oct 16, for 


Clyde 
Scandinavian s left Boston Oct 15, for Glasgow 
Suevia s left New York Oct 10, for U K 
St Bernard s left New York Oct '8, for UK 
St Andrew’s Bay s left New York, Oct 17, for U K 
Southery s left Galveston Oct 13, for U K 
St Hubert s left New York Oc 17, for Avonmouth 
St Marnock s left Port Said Oct 11, for Hull 
Teneriffe s left Sierra Leone Oct 14, for Liverpool 
‘heresina s to leave Ceara Oct 19, for Liverpool 
Tauric s left New York Oct 13, for Liverpool 
‘Lamar E Marshall cird at St John, NB, Oct J, for 
Liverpool 
Telemachus s left Sucz Oct 12, for London 
Thames s !eft Suez Oct 14, for London 
Titan s left Suez Oct 12, for London 
Tainui s left Wellingt », NZ, Oct 17, for London 
Thames s left Lisbon Oct 19, for Southampton 
Tawar s left Santos Oct 14, for Southampton 
Tagus s left Buenos Ayres Oct 13, for Southampton 
Umbria s left New York Oct 17. for Liverpool 
Vanadis clrd at Durien Oct 5, for Greenock 
Volador c'rd at Newcastle, NB, Sept 30, for Hull 
Worsley Hall s left Port Said Oct 14, for Liverpool 
Wixésor s left Newport News Oct 16, for Liverpool 
Wistow Hall s left Bombay Oct 19, for Liverpool 
Wooloomoo!oo s left Adelaide Oct 10, for London 
Winchester s left New York Oct 10, for U K 
Waesland s left New York Oct 17, for U K 
Wordswoith s left Madeira Oct 19, for Southampton 
Zarate s left Las Palmas Oct 13, for Liverpool 


SHIPS SPOKEN, 


Atalanta, barcue,of Farsund, Sept. 39, 38 N, 15 W- 

Allerton, ship, of Liverpool, for Sydney, all well, 
Sept. 10, 6S, 27 W. 

Andrica, of Liverpool, Sept. 3%, lat. 30, long. 66. 

Anca. ef Bremen, all well, Oct. 1, lat. 40, long. 61. 

A Red Star Line steamer, steering west, Oct. 12, 
50 N, 8 W.—Last two by the Veendam (s), at 
R.tterdan. 

Athos, New York to Kingston, Sept. 30, 24 N, 74 W. 

Archer, barque, steering NW, Oct. 12, 6 N, 29 W. 

‘* Aveutfort,” British ship, bouad to Rio Janeiro, —, 
on the Line, 31 W. 

Brazil, Oct. 6, 36 N, 16 W. 

Bubblecam, s, bound east, Oct. 12, 50 N, 34 W. 

Blanche Currey, brig, of Caernarvon, all well, Oct. 5, 
49 N, 33 W. 

Bengore Heal, Briti-h steamer, bound west, 
Oct. 13, 0 N, 24 W. 

Bebington, cf Be Mast, all well, Oct. 16, 43 N, 8 W. 

Brooktield, s, New York to Londc m, Oct. 4, 42 N, 
62 W. 

Claribel, s, New York to Port Limon, Oct 3, 36 N, 
74 








Clackmannanshire, of Glasgow, Oct. 5, 18, 27 W. 

Canterbury, Oct 7,7 N, 24 W. 

Char otte Young, Oct. 13, 31 N, 27 W. 

Cape Breton, ship, bound for Cork, 45 d:ys out, 
Sept. 5, 19 S, 25 W. 

Claremont, Sept. 22,18 N, 27 W. 

Carnarvon Castle, ship, Gioucester to Bris ane, 
Sept. 16, 6 N, 23 W. 

Canova, of Newcastle, bound ea-t, 49 N, 17 W. 

Dochia, July 21, 12 N, 20 W, by the Pegasus ship, 
at Calcutta, 

Don E: rique, Sept. 22, 15 N, 29 W. 

Evho, reees Gefle to Pernambuco, Sept. 20, 15 N, 
26 


Frank Stafford, British barque, Dkirk to Phila- 
de'phia, Sept. 27,41 N, 65 W. (vot 51 N, as 
before reported). 

Foyle, Cct. 11, 15 N, 89 E, by a steamer. 

France, of Fecamp 

Federation, French, Philade'phia to Nagasaki, —, 
28, 31 W. 

General Knox, New York (Sept. 2) to San Fran- 
cisco, a!l well, Sept. —, 35 N, 45 W. 

Golden Sunset, barque, Talcahuano to Cardiff, 
Sept. 23, 48, 30 W. 

Cateman (? Gaitneau, of Greenock), bound east, 
Cot. 13, 44 N, 51 W. 

Gilda, M., Ttalian barque (RMNR), steering south, 
9N, 26 W, by the Olinda (s), at Hamburg. 
“H.W. Holmes,” American barque, Oct. 17, 55 N, 

2 E (hove to). 

Hnrunui, British barque, bound south, Se,t. 10, 
lat. 7, long. 26. 

Hesperus, British ship, all well, Oct 2,10 N, 25 W. 

Hesperides, Oct. 15,30 miles SW of Smalis. 

Ivanhoe, ll Melbourne, bound south, Aug. 28, 
2 8, 29 

Indastrie, ship, of Elsfleth, Sept. 30, 37 N, 15 W. 

Jane, barque, of Liverpool, bound. east, Oct. 10, 
50 N, 62 W. 

Jessie Osborne, barque, Aung. 29, 25 8, 25 W. 

—_— British barque, steering west, Oct. 9, 49 N, 


2 
Jane, English schooner, Sept. 30, 37 N, 15 W. 





Janet Cowan, Barry to Table Bay, Oct. 18, 50 
miles SSW of the Smalls. 

Liewellyn J. Morse, Havre to Baltimore, Oct. 3, 

2N, 61 W. 

Lizzie Bell, Oct. 8, 44 N, 10 W. 

Luke bruce, Oct. 10, 49 N, 7 W. 

Loch Ranza, British barque, bound nor‘h. 

Limena, ship, of Liverpool, steering SW, all well, 
Aug. 17, 57S, 65 W. 

Loch Torridon, s, Oct. 16, 42 N, 11 ?. 

Laity Lawrence, of Liverpool, Oct. 

Lady Gertrude, Sept. 22, 15 N, 29 Ww 

Luke Bruce, of Liverpool, Oct. 11,£0 miles WSW 
of Scilly. 

Maggie Trimble, Briti-h barque, bound south, 
Sept. 6, 12 N, 26 Ww. 

Marie, of Fecamp, both on the Great Bank (NF), 
Sert. 30. - Last two reported from Nantes. 

M. & FE. Cann, Liverpool to Syduey (C.B.), Sept. 26, 
43 N, 6i W. 

Mo'ia ta, ship, steering SSW, Sept. 13,2 N, 23 W. 

Nerthernhay, of Sunderland, Gloucester to San 
Francisco, Sept. 2!, 17 N, 26 W. 

Neotsfel +, of Sydney (N.S.W.), London to Sydrey, 
Sept. 21, 17 N. 26 W. 

O:ilde, of Elsfleth, for Havre Sept. 1, 22 8, 25 W. 

Occident, of Hamburg (RHVP), from Havre, 
Sept. 17,9 N, 27 W. 

O'an Buy, ste ering south, Sept. 8, 1 8, 29 W. 

Rhaetia, s, bound west, Oct. 12, 45 N. 33 W. 

teaper, ship, New York (Ang. 29) to Puitland (0), 
all well, Sept. —, 35 N. 45 W. 
San fano, ship, St. Juhn (N B.) to Penarth, Oct. 5, 
2N,65 W. 

Slieve Bawa. Liverpool to San Francisco, Oct. 6, 
48 N,7 W. 

Serfarcr, "British barque, Sept. 29,16 N. 23 W. 

Salina, British barque, Ivigtut to Philadelphi», 
Oct. 6, off Barnegat. 

Sonoma, L2e, Astoria to Sydney (N.S.W.), Sept. 19. 

Sect, s, Southampton to Cap? Town, Oct. 10, 11 N, 

7W. 

Siren, ship, T\re to San Francisco, Sept. 22, 17 N 
£6 W.—Last two by the Broomhall, in the 
river. 

St. Cuthbert, Sept. 21, 16 N, 27 W. 

Samuel Moss, bound to Azores, Oct. 10, 43 N, 
23 W.—Last foar by the Bankville, at Fa!- 
mouth. 

Santiago, Sept. 8, 14 £, 26 W. 

Southern Cross, New York to Sydney (N.S.W.), 
Sept. 20, 22 N, 41 W. 

Sheffield, of Fredrikstadt, Oct. 17, 54 N, 5 E. 

Talisman, for Havre, Sept. 22, 2 N, 28 W. 

Tercera, Danish ship, all well, Oct. 18, 53 N, 4 E. 

Tordenskjold, steering south, Oct. 9, 46 N, 29 W. 

William Fairbairn, of Brisbane, bound south, «ll 
well, Oct. 8, 37 N, 12 W, by the Kentigern (s), 
at Teneriffe. 

WQIM, British Sceptre ship, steering NE, Sept. 20, 
15 N, 26 W, by the Tamar (s), at Pernambuco. 

Wayfarer, of Liverpool, Sept. 21, 17 N, 26 W. 


,9 S, 31 W. 


THE Leyland Line steamer Venetian, at Birken- 
head from Bostos, during the voyage lost about 
1:0 cattle, whilst a number of others were found 
to be dead on the arrival of the steamer, which 
discharged the cattle at the Birkenhead stage. 


AN inquest was held Oct. 2) as to the death of 
Thomas Luckham Penwill, aged 47, a master 
mariner, of Liverpool, who ‘committed suicide by 
cutting his throat at his lodgings, 24, East India- 
roa, Limehouse. The jury returned a verdict of 
suicide during temporary insanity. Deceased had 
just been appointed master of the barque Manz 
Yueen. 





SAILORS AND FIREMEN’S UNION 
N O T I Co a S. 


MEMBERS ENROLLED. 


WEEK ENDING OCTOBER 17, 1891. 








In these lists, F means fireman, T trimmer. 


BIRKENHEAD. — W. G. Latham, T; W. E. 
Griffiths, A B; fhos. Gibson, F. 


BootLe.—H. Dale, AB; E. Keenan, F; P. 
Abearn, AB; C. Marshall. F; H. Lors, F; L. Tate, 
| ae 2 Campbell, seal Hayes F; £E, Kelly, AB; 
T. Earley, F; R. Pritchard, dE W. O'Hare, F; T 
Carter, [; W. Puleston, F; E. Boylan, T; J. 
O'Neill, F; T. Hughes, AB; S. Woods, AB; P 
Campbell, T. 





Bristou.—J. W. Buck, AB; J. McEwen, F; E. 
Courtney; L. Randall, F; C. Handres; Tom 
Chicken, OS; E. Parry, AB; Thos. Rodda; John 
Renwick; Thos. Gabin; C. Mould; J. Cruikshank; 
Geo. ‘ lark, AB; J. Rainis, assistant cook; John 
Wickman, A B; Thos. Small, OS. 


Barry.—Wir.. Annitts, F; W. Brown, F; 
Antonio Paso. F; W. J. Gibbon, AB; N. A Olsen, 
AB; Herbert Lawent. AB; John Welsh, T; 
Malusia Lounzo, AB; Joseph Young, A B. 


Carptrr.—A. Jones. AB; A. Anderson, AB; 
I’. Hodgson, AB; W. Chapman, A B. 


Dvupuin.—M. Rafferty, AB; J. F. Olsen, AB. 
GREENocK.—R. Reddie, steward; HH. Craig, A B. 


GrivEsenD.—John Johnson, AB; Geo. Stone, 
AB; Thos. Hiaton, F; Wm Jones. AB; C. G. 
Hawkins, F; J, R. Ambrose; R ‘I. Goodwin; R° 
A. Ambrose. 


GrzEn’s Home.—W. Laws, F; P. Fowler, F; 
J. Downey, F. ; W. Porteous, AB; D. Adams, F ; 
II. Barnett, F; E. Parsons, cook. 


GLAsGow.—James Dunlop, T; D. McWillan, 
AB; John Smith, OS; John Docherty, T; A. 
Machin; John Irvine, T; Wm. McKachern, A B; 
A. McFarlane, T; E. Phillips, T; Henry Hart, T; 
A. Page, T; John Barrett, I’. 


Great YAe™MouTH.—James Me ‘ann, T. 


Grimspy.—A. J. Cook, AB; J. F. Pullen, AB; 
Wn. Lister, AB; J. G. Briggs, T; P. Bagaall, F ; 
J. M. Steele, F; Arthur Davey, F; E. Blow, AB. 


Hutu.—J. W. Fraser, AB; T. H. Burns, F; J. 
Frederick AB; J. J. Dobby, AB; O. Nilesson, 
OS; R Gavanna, F; J. McCormick, F ; M Mon- 
son, AB; F. Woods, AB; E. Hunter, AB; A. 
Minero, F.; E. Foale, A B.; H. H. Wileon, AB; 
J. Mould, F; C. Abrahamsen, AB; N. Sanchia, 
OS; Olaf Anderson ; H. Gresham, ‘A B; J. Kidd, 
lg pm Nicholls, ES; G. Jones, F; F. C. 
Grimsby, AB. 

LONDONDERRY.—John Glen, A B. 


LiverP.ou.—H. Hughet, AB; D. Lombargo, 
AB; C. Olsen, AB; 8S. Olssen, AB; P, Consh, 
AB. 

Lettn,—John Sevis, F; John Turk, F.; H. 
Cochrane. F ; J. Howie, F 


Monrtr sE.—Wm. Nichol, F. 

Noxta SuHreLtp3.—R. Whiteman, AB; W. J. 
Hale, AB; J. Peterson, A B; J. Anderson, A B. 

Runcorn.—Charles Gillett, O S, 


SoutH SHreLps.—A. Erickson, AB; R. Liddle, 
AB; W. Sullivan, F; J. Whealin; H, Enning- 
ham, F; W. A. Wills; F. Butcher; G. Brown, 
AB; G. Prior, AB; O. Brembt, AB; C. Murphy, 
AB; G. Clark, ES; D. Leahy, O3. 


£ouTMAMPTON. — J. J Harrison, AB; C. 
Randell, AB; 8. Bankes, A B. 


TIDAL Basin—T. McVay, T; J. Kemp; A. 
Coaplard, OS; J. Lane, AB; _G. Briggs, T; W. 
Diddams, T; J. Bridges, OS; W. Halford, T. 


HEAD OFFICE “SEAFARING” RECEIPTS. 


WEEK ENDING. OCTOBER 17, 1891. 








£s. da 
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SEAFARING. 


October 24, 1891: 








PATENT WOVEN BANNERS 





CEORCE TUTILL, /:tistic Banner Painter, 


And Manufacturer of the Banners for the Tugboat Branch, Grays Branch, Gravesend 
Branch, Tower Branch, etc., of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, and Maker of the 
Emblem of the Union. Also Manufacturer of the Regalia for the various Branches. 





83, CITY ROAD, LONDON, EQ. 





SAMUEL BEGG, 
Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8. &F.U. 


TURK’S HEAD HOTEL, 
MYTONGATE, HULL, 


CONCERT ROOM OPEN EVERY EVENING 
AT SEYEN O°CLOCK. 


WINES, 8PIRIT8, BEERS, AND CIGARS OF THE 
FINEST QUALITY. 





SEAMEN should visit this Establishment. 
(Close to Hast India Dock.) 


WATCHMAKERS, JEWELLERS, & COMPLETE 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTERS, 


NEEDLE AND ANCHOR, 


P. M. LEIBOW & CO,, 
210 & 212, EAST INDIA DOCK ROAD, LONDON, E. 


Captains Supplied at Wholesale Prices 
OILSKINS AND SEA-300TS A SPECIALITY 


PAWN BHRUKERS, 
Liberal advances made on all kinds of property. 





ESTABLISHED] 


UNION CLOTHING DEPOT, 


(1873. 


CHARLES MILLS, 


No. 9, STATION ROAD, 


(Between Mill Dam and Market Ferry), 


SOUTH SHIELDS. 


@y-NOTED FOR RUBBER AND LEATHER SEA BOOTS, COPENHAGEN LEATHER JACKETS, CAPTAINS AND SEAMEN'’S 


OILSKINS AND BEDDING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION. 


FOREIGN MONEY EXCHANGED, 





nae 1 


BANNER SILK, 
FOR SOCIETIES, uNioNs, SCHOOLS, &C. 


ANY SUBJECT ARTISTICALLY PAINTED OR 
EMBROIDERED, 


rns rw 
Also SASHES, COLLARS, APRONS, BAND CAPS, UNIFORMS, 
CCMMITTEE BADGES, GOLD STARS, TASSELS, MILITARY, 
NAVAL, VOLUNTEER, THEATRICAL REQUISITES, CLUB 
pevicrs, &c. 


TOYE’S MASONIC DEPOT, 
18, LITTLE BRITAIN, LONDON. 


CAPTAIN E. DANN, 
BOARD AND LODGINGS BY DAY OR WEEK 


8, STRAND, SWANSEA, 
ALSO 


SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING STORES, 
23, WIND STREET, SWANSEA. 


MRS. ROBERT BAXTER, 


SAILORS’ HOME, 
HAST PIHREEHAD, 


BO’NESS. 
Cc. R. SHORT, 


Trustee Tidal Basin Branch Seamen’s Union 


Treasurer of the Non-Freemen of the 
River Thames. 
TIDAL BASIN TAVERN, 
LONDON. 
Wines, Spirits, & Ales of the Best Quality. 














THE BXECUTORS OF 


P,. DODGSON, 


Shipchandlers, Ironmongers, Blacksmiths, 
Tinsmiths, Coppersmiths, & Plumbers. 


SHIPPING BROW, MARYPORT. 
Warehouses: SOUTH QUAY & ELIZABETH DSCK. 


NQUIRIES SOLICITED. PRICE LISTS ON APPLICATION. 





Seafaring Men in MARYPORT 


SHOULD GO TO 


“SHIP PING BROW, 
For READY-MADECLOTHING, SERGES, DUNGAREES, 
OILSKINS, GUERNSEYS, BEDS & BEDDING, SHIRTS, 
Drawers, & STOCKINGS, HATS & CAPS, TrRs, 
8 CARVES, COLLARS, BooTs, SHOES & SLIPPERS. 


HENRY PHILLIPS, 


OPPOSITE 
TIDAL BASIN S'TATION, 
AND 
57, BARKING RD., VICTORIA DOCKS, 
LONDON, B.. 
PAWNBROKER, SAILORS’ GUTFITTER, 
AND 


GENERAL SALESMAN. 
N. A. S. & F. UNION HOME, 





5, PRINCE STREET, HULL 
(Next door to the Unity Hall). 
TERMS, 14s. PER WEEK. 


G. A. HODGSON, Proprietor, 


Financial Member, Hull Branch. 


GEO. DANIELS, 


Grocer and Provision Merchant, 
28, CUSTOM HOUSE STREET, 
CARDIFF. 


Shipping Supplied. Special attention given to Weekly Boats 














MCCANN & CO., 


LONDON HOUSE, HOLTON ROAD, BARRY. 


Seafaring men cannot do better than buy their CLOTHING 
at McCann & Co.’s. We buy for Cash from the best manu- 
facturers, which enables us to give the best value to our 
customers. One price; noabatement, The Largest Stock 
n the neighbourhood. 


McCANN & CO , London House, Holton-rd., Barrv. 
Near Victoria Hotel; 4 minutes’ walk from Shipping Office. 


PHILHARMONIC RESTAURANT 


St. Mary Street, CARDIFF. 


DINNERS. TEAS, SUPPERS, 


Wines and Spirits of finest quality. Billiard 
and Smoking Rooms. 


G. F. CULLEY, Manager. 


LONDON. 
N. A. S.&F. BOARDING HOUSE, 
Mrs. HICKS, 


13, JEREMIAH STREET, 
Four Doors from Green’s Home Branch Office. 


TOBAGGONISTS COMMENCING, 
JEWELLERS, STATIONERS, &0. 
An Illustrated Guide (22¥ pages, Ad.) 
*‘ How to open a Cigar Store, £20 tu 
£1,000,”— ToBacounisTs’ OuTFITTINe 
Oo., 186,Buston-rd., London. Nova 


—A Prospectus on the other Trades 
(free).—Manager, H. Myers, Astablished 1566. 














EMPIRE 
PALACE OF VARIETIES 
QUEEN STREET, 
CARDIFF. 


GOLDIE BROS., 


ARTISTS AND PHOTOGRAPHERS, 
QUEEN STREET STUDIO, 
66,QUEEN ST.,CARDIFF. 








Photos of Mr. J. H. Wilson may be had. 





“ Dear Srr,—I received my photo, wh'ch T consider an 
excellant, specimen of the photo art —J. H  Wiuson.” 


J. JOELNS, 


Wine & Spirit Merchant, 
CROSS KEYS HOTEL, 
QUEEN ST, CARDIFF, 


OLD TRADES UNION HOUSE. 





Wines and Spirits of the First Quality. 


Ss. J. GOWER, 
PRINTER, 


Wholesale and Retail 


COMMERCIAL AND FANCY STATIONER, 
NEWSAGENT, BOOKBINDER, &e., 


2, MYTONGATE, HULL. 


N.B.—Wholesale and Advertisement Agent for 
SKAFARING in Hull. 


SAFE ANCHORAGE. 


WHERE TO BOARD, 
UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 


Bo’ngss.—Mrs. Baxter, Sailors’ Home, East Pier- 











ead, 

Carvirr.—N. A. 8, & F. Union Home ard Stores 
Hope-street, Custom House-street, 
and Bute-street, John Gardner, 
manager. 

Huutt.—N. A. S. & F. Union Home, 5, Prince. 

street, Dagger-lane. 

Lonnon,—N, A.S. & F. Boarding House, Mrs, 
Hicks, 13, Jeremiah-street, Fast 
India-road, 

Swansga.—E, Dann, 3, Strand. 





Pubiished by the Editor ai roprietor, A. Cowrn, «t 150, Minories, London, E, 





